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Statistics Office, Four Courts, Dublin, 
14 th August, 1867. 



Mx Loud, 

I have the honour to transmit, for the information of His Excellency the 
Lord Lieutenant, the Judicial and Criminal Statistics of Ireland for the year 1866, being 
the fourth year for which the Statistics have been collected and compiled. 

In addition to the Police Statistics usually collected, the special table for political 
offences, used in 1865, has again been collected for 1866. 

Forms for recording, as each inquest is held, the necessary details, have been sent to 
each Coroner ; and the Statistics of Inquests are more complete than in preceding years. 

The Statistics of Juror Sessions are still imperfect for want of returns from some 
local officers. 

New forms of return have been framed for the Statistics of Lunatics and Insane 
Persons confined as criminals in asylums, and the statistics under this head are more 
complete than in preceding years. 

A new table has been added to those for the Landed Estates Court, to show the 
business in the Record of Title Office, founded by Statute 28 and 29 Vic., cap. 88. 

The Returns as to the Courts of Chairmen of Counties, and from Clerks of the Peace 
and Sheriffs, are still incomplete ; and in pursuance of your Lordship’s directions, the 
forms of return as to these proceedings, and the causes of their incompleteness, are under 
special consideration, with a view to have perfect returns for the next volume. 

As part of this question, the Statistics of Ejectments, of Processes served, and of 
Execution of Ejectments being incomplete, new forms of return have been settled, and 
the results, when compiled for 1866, will be furnished as a supplement to the present 
volume. 

The Statistics of Petty Sessions, hitherto published, had the Criminal and Civil 
business mixed up together. In the present volume the Civil business has been 
separated from the Criminal, and has, with the attendance of Justices, been included in 
the Civil part of the volume amongst the local Courts. The Criminal business at Petty 
Sessions is returned in Counties and Constabulary districts by the Police, and also dealt 
with in Counties in the Criminal Proceedings at Assizes and Quarter Sessions, and in 
Commitments to Gaols and Bridewells. The compilation hitherto given of this portion 
of the business at Petty Sessions, from the Quarterly Returns made by the Clerks of the 
Petty Sessions to the Office of the Chief Secretary of the Lord Lieutenant, not being 
arranged on the same plan or so complete as these statistics, has been omitted. 

I have the honour to be, 

Tour Lordship’s obedient servant, 

W. Neilson Hancock. 



The Right Hon. the Earl of Mato, m.f. 
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JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 
PART I. 



IRELAND. 

POLICE— CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS— PRISONS. 



RETURNS FOR THE YEAR 1866. 



Compiled by Order of His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. 

COMPRISING— 

1. Constabulary and Police. — Statements of the Police Establishments and Expenses; 

of the Criminal Classes known to the Police ; and of the Number of Offences 
committed and Offenders apprehended : also, Statements of the Number of Inquests 
held by Coroners. 

2. Criminal Proceedings. — Criminal Proceedings at Assizes, Dublin Commission Court, 

and Quarter Sessions ; Costs of Criminal Prosecutions ; Proceedings at Quarter 
Sessions, Court for consideration of Crown Cases reserved, and Juror Sessions. 

3. Prisons. — State of Bridewells, the County and County of City and Town Prisons, Number 

of Prisoners, Establishments, and Expenses, with Returns of Convict Prisons, 
Reformatory Schools, and of Criminal Lunatics in Gaols and Asylums. 
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INTRODUCTORY AND EXPLANATORY REPORT. 



CONSTABULARY AND POLICE. Cosstabcmrv 

akd Police. 

The Police Establishments in Ireland are of three kinds : the Constabulary of Ireland, 
the Dublin Metropolitan Police, and the Local Force in Towns.* 

Of these forces, the Constabulary of Ireland extends to towns as well as to counties, 
and thus corresponds to the whole County Police and nearly the whole of the Borough 
Police Force in England and Wales, and the Police Force in her Majesty’s dockyards ; 
but is different from the County and Borough Police Force in England in being entirely 
under Central Government ; the Dublin Metropolitan Police corresponds to the London 
Metropolitan Police ; and the Local Force in Towns corresponds to a small number of 
the Borough Police Force in England and Wales, and like them is entirely under the 
government of Local Authorities. 

The total number of the Police Force, as shown by the returns, is as follows : — Total Establish- 







Ireland in 1866 as compared with 1865, from 11,649 to 11,906, or of 257 men, arising 



from the substitution of the Constabulary for the Local Force in Belfast. 

In the Dublin Metropolitan Police there has been a slight decrease of 22. 

In the Local Force there has been a large decrease, arising chiefly from the abolition 
of the Local Police Force in Belfast, and the substitution of the Constabulary in 
consequence of the Report of the Commission which inquired into the party riots which 
took place in Belfast in 1864. 

* Some account of the origin of these forces is giren in the Judicial Statistics for Ireland, 1863. 
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Constabulary The reduction in the number of the Fire Brigade is only apparent, the Volunteer Fire 
AMD Ponca. Brigade men included in preceding years, having this year- been omitted in calculating 
the total of the police force, and from some towns no returns were received for 1866, 
but the number and cost for 1865 has been included, as it may, in the absence of returns, 
be assumed that no change has taken place. 

Tlie only town in Ireland which has any local force corresponding to the English 
Borough Police is Londonderry. 

In instituting a comparison between the Police Forces of Ireland and of England and 
Wales, the Irish Constabulary and Local Force may be compared with the English Police 
in Counties, Boroughs, and Dockyards ; and the Dublin Metropolitan Police may be com- 
pared with the London Metropolitan Police and the City of London Police added together. 

The returns as to the number of the Police Force in 1866 give for all Ireland the 
proportion of 1 to every 418 of the estimated population in that year. 

In the Dublin Metropolitan Police district the Police Force is 1,067, which, with the 
addition of the Local Force (42*), makes 1,109 in a population of 335,449, as returned 
by the Metropolitan Police Commissioners, or 1 to every 302. 

' The proportion of Police in 1864-65 to population in 1861 in the City of London, was 
1 to 172 ; in the London Metropolitan District, 1 to 457 ; in Borough Constables, 1 to 787; 
in County Constabulary, 1 to 1,371 ; and in all England and Wales, 1 to 902. 



Cost of Establish- The total cost of the Police Establishments in Ireland, as returned in 1866 and 1865, 
meu,s ' is as follows : — 



Cost or Ponca Establishments. 


■«. 


m,. 


Increase, 


“ST 


Constabulary op Ireland. 

Head Office, 

Receiver's Office, . . • • • 

Establishments in Counties, and Counties 
of Cities or of Towns, including Depot, 

Total, 

Dublin Metropolitan Police. 

Office of Commissioners, . . 

Establishment (exclusive of Police em- 
ployed at Police Courts), 

Total, 

Local Force. 

Total Cost, 

Grand Total, 


£ s. d. 

13,982 11 1 
100 0 0 

672,339 0 11 


£ s. d. 

13,788 19 10 
2,746 11 5 

649,548 11 10 


£ s. d. 
193 11 3 

22,790 9 1 


£ s. d. 
2,646 11 5 


686,421 12 0 


666,084 3 1 


20,337 8 11 


- 


6,734 0 5 
75,330 10 6 


6,430 12 1 
76,578 0 8 


303 8 4 


1,257 10 2 


82,054 10 11 


83,008 12 9 


- 


954 1 10 


11,440 16 11 


17,594 3 4 


- 


6,153 6 5 


779,916 19 10 


766,686 19 2 


13,230 0 8 


- 



This table indicates an increase in the cost of the Police Force of £13,230 0s. 8 d. 



The cost of the Police is collected under heads similar to those used in the Criminal 
Statistics for England and Wales, and from these the average cost per man has been 
calculated by the Police authorities, showing the following results as compared with the 
average cost in England and Wales in 1865. 



Constabulary (Ireland), . 
Dublin Metropolitan Police, 



Average Cost per .Van. 



Police in England and Wales, 



1805 . 

£ s. d. 
51 16 4 
57 6 7 
75 4 3 



* Not including five Inspectors of Nuisances in Blackrock, Dalkey, and Pembroke Townships, who cost £07 
the year. 
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The proportion in which the costs of the Constabulary and Dublin Metropolitan Police Cokstabolaei 
are defrayed from the general taxes is returned as follows asp Pouch. 



- 


Total Coal. j 


Proportion paid liy Her 
Majesty's Treasury. 


| '"ass™ 


Constabulary, .... 
Dublin Metropolitan Police, 


£ s. d. 
686,421 12 0 


£ s. d. 


£ >. d. 


82,054 10 11 


36,273 15 0 


45,780 15 11 


In England and Wales, . . j 


1,748,757 19 6 


1,322,103 1 1 


426,654 18 5 



The proportion of the expenses of Police paid from local and general taxes in Ireland 
and in England and Wales, and the number and cost of that portion of the Irish Police 
which is in excess of the English proportion of Police, and the extent of relief to local 
taxation in Ireland in consequence of the Irish rate of payment for Police, are fully 
detailed in the Report of the Irish Judicial Statistics for 1865. The Fenian outbreak 
has shown the extent to which the Irish Constabulary serve the purposes of a standing 
army, so as to be naturally paid for out of the general taxes. 

The number of criminal classes is shown by the fourth of the Constabulary and Police 
Tables, classified under the same heads as those adopted in the corresponding English 
Returns. In consequence of the difference in the Poor Law, and in the law as to 
Industrial Schools in the two countries, the vagrants and tramps are kept distinct from 
the other criminal classes in the following table of comparison. 





Ireland, 1868. 








Men and 
Boys. 


Women 


Total. 


Total. 


lm ■ 


1866. 


Known thieves and depredators — 














Under 16 years, .... 




134 


414 


417 






1 6 years and above, .... 


1,240 








_ 




Receivers of stolen goods — 














Under 16 years, .... 


19 


11 


30 


59 


_ 


29 


1 6 years and above, .... 


532 




1,029 


1,253 






Prostitutes — 










Under 16 years, .... 


- 


37 


37 


37 


_ 


_ 


1 6 years and above, .... 


- 


3,120 


3,120 




_ 




Suspected persons — 












Under 16 years, .... 


298 


196 


494 


543 




49 


16 years and above, , 


1,502 


1,261 


2,763 


3,208 


- 


445 


Total under 16 years, . 


597 


378 


975 


1,056 




81 


total 16 years and above, . . 


3,274 


5,869 


9,143 


10,388 


- 


1,245 


Total of all ages (except Vagrants and Tramps), 


3,871 


6,247 


10,118 


11,444 




1,326 


Vagrants and Tramps — 






' 








Under 16 years, .... 


1,548 


1,679 


3,227 


3,475 




24S 


16 years and above, .... 


4,601 


3,750 


8,351 


8,684 




333 



Criminal classes. 



The preceding table exhibits a decrease in the criminal classes as compared with 1865. 
The decrease in vagrants and tramps is very satisfactory, as the numbers of this class 
had been increasing for several years. 

The following table shows the total number of c rimin al classes in Ireland for the year 
1S66, compared with the corresponding classes in England and Wales for 1865. 

The period at which the number of vagrants and tramps for 1865 was estimated in 
England and Wales, was changed from the month of September to the month of April, 
but the change does not affect the comparison between the numbers of the other criminal 
classes in England and Wales with those in Ireland.* 

* Nor does it materially affect the comparison as to vagrants and tramps, as there was an increase shown in 
the numbers in England and Wales after the change was adopted. 
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Constabulary 




“■ST’ 


“•““if 




Irish ^ 


Irish 


Criminal classes 
compared with 
corresponding 
classes in England 
and Wales. 


- “•assBsr ™““" “ 






Number in 
nml Wales 


if 


jjjitii 




Known thieves and depredators — 

Under 16 years of age, .... 

16 years ami above, . 

Receivers of stolen goods — 

Under 16 years of age, . 

16 years and above, ..... 
Prostitutes — 

Under 16 years of age, .... 

16 years and above, ..... 
Suspected persons — 

Under 16 years of age, . . . . 

16 years and above, ..... 


414 

2,231 

30 

1,029 

37 

3,120 

494 

2,763 


3,6S6 

19,087 

57 

2,967 

1,335 

26,213 

3,744 

25,847 


970 

5,023 

15 

781 

351 

6,898 

986 

6,802 


15 

24S 


556 

2,792 

314 

3,778 

492 

4,039 




Total under 16 years of age, 

„ 16 years and above, .... 


975 

9,143 


8,822 

74,114 


2,322 

19,504 


- 


1,347 

10,361 




Total of all ages (except Vagrants and Tramps), 


10,118 


82,936 


21,826 


- 


11,708 




Vagrants and tramps — 

Under 16 years of age, ..... 
16 years and above, ..... 


3,227 

S,351 


6,437 

27,253 


1,694 

7,172 


1,533 

1,179 


: 



This table exhibits the very satisfactory result that although the number of police in 
Ireland is so much greater than in a corresponding portion of the population in England 
and Wales, the number of criminal classes, other than vagrants and tramps, known to 
the police is less than one-half, being 10,118 as compared with 21,826 in a corresponding 
portion of the population in England and Wales in 1865. 

With regal’d to vagrants and tramps under 16 years of age the proportion is reversed, 
the number in Ireland being 3,227, or nearly double 1,694, the number in a corre- 
sponding portion of the population in England and Wales in 1865. In connexion with 
this subject the total absence of Industrial Schools in Ireland should be borne in mind, 
whilst there were in certified Industrial Schools in England and Wales at the end of the 
year 1865, no less than 1,610, which gives 424 for a portion of the population of England 
and Wales equal to that of Ireland. 

During the Session of 1866, the law as to Industrial Schools was consolidated for 
England and Wales by statute 29 & 30 Vic., c. 118 ; but this valuable code of laws, 
commencing in the year 1854 by statute 17 & 18 Vic., c. 86, and amended by successive 
enactments suggested by the experience of 11 years, has not yet been extended to Ireland. 
The greater number of juvenile delinquents, which I have had to notice for four years, 
would appear to indicate the necessity of this extension to Ireland. The actual number in 
Industrial Schools in England and Wales does not account for the whole excess of 
juvenile delinquents, for if 424, the proportion already referred to, be deducted from 1,533, 
it still leaves 1,109 to be accounted for. The more favourable state of affairs in this 
respect in England and Wales is partly to be ascribed to the indirect effect of the 
Industrial Schools Acts-(in operation for 11 years) in reducing the number of juvenile 
delinquents not actually in the schools. The rest of the excess in this class must arise 
to a large extent from the same causes that produce the excess in Ireland of vagrants 
and tramps above 16 years of age. As one of these causes, it is impossible to overlook 
the very marked difference in the laws which regulate the relief of the poor in Ireland 
and in England and Wales. The Irish law being much more stringent than the 
English law with regard to women and children, the effect is shown by the relative 
numbers relieved in Ireland and in England and Wales. 

The excess of vagrants and tramps of all ages in Ireland, amounting to 2,712, is very 
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small when the difference between the proportion of ;the poor in receipt of Poor Law Coxstabuwei- 
Relief in Ireland and in England and Wales is taken into consideration. The average AND PoMCE - 
daily number in receipt of relief in 1866-67, was 50,241 in Workhouses, and 12,205 out- Criminal classes, 
door, or 62,446 in all, being 1S8,053 less than the number (250,499), in receipt of relief 
in 1865 in a portion of the population of England and Wales equal to that of Ireland* 

The houses of bad character, as ascertained by the police, in 1S66 and 1865 are com- Houses of bad 
pared in the following table : — character. 



Houses of Bad Character. 


1866. 


1865. 


In sr 


| ”sr 


Houses of receivers of stolen goods, 


870 


















Brothels and houses of ill-fame, .... 


593 


569 


24 


- 


Total (except Tramps’ lodging-houses), . 


2,489 


2,771 


- 


282 


Tramps’ lodging-houses, 


3,552 


3,778 


- 


226 



This table exhibits a progressive decrease in the number of houses of bad character, 
of every class. The large decrease (226) in the number of tramps’ lodging-houses during 
1866 is the more satisfactory, as there had been in the previous year as compared with 
the number for 1864, an increase of 151 (from 3,627 in 1864 to 3,778 in 1865). These 
variations, it will be observed, are closely connected with the variations in the number 
of vagrants and tramps, which, as shown in a preceding table (page 9), had decreased by 
581 during 1866, while in 1865 (during which the increase in the number of tramps’ 
lodging-houses had taken place), there was an increase of 1,203. 



The following table gives a comparison of the number of houses of bad character i 
Ireland in 1866, with those in England and Wales in 1865 : — 



Houses OF Bad Os^^™hfa™ w,th those 


1 England and Wales, 
1865. 


Character in 
186G in excess 

equal Pupula- 

in 1865. 


Irish Houses 
1866 leis than 


1866. 

Total. 


S§L“ 

of Ireland. 




870 1 2,328 


613 


\ 257 




Houses, the resort of thieves and prostitutes, 


1,026 5,868 


1,544 




5)8 


Brothels and houses of ill-feme, .... 


593 i 6,949 


1,829 


- 


1,236 


Total (except Tramps' lodging-houses), 


2,489 1 15,145 


3,986 




1,497 


Tramps’ lodging-houses, ! 


3,552 I 5,544 


1,459 


2,093 | 





Houses of bad 
character com- 
pared with those 
in England and 



In this table the houses of bad character (except tramps’ lodging-houses) in Ireland 



appear to be much fewer than in England and Wales, the houses of ill-fame and brothels 
being 593 as compared with 1,829 in a corresponding portion of the population in 
England and Wales in 1865. The excess in tramps’ lodging-houses is connected with 
the increase already noticed with respect to vagrants and tramps. 



The following summary gives a comparison of the proportions of the criminal classes 
to population on the same plan as that adopted in the statistics for 1865 : — 

Criminal Classes (including Prostitutes). Prostitutes separately. 

Dublin Metropolitan Police district, 2,683 or 1 in 125 1,206 or 1 in 278 

Counties of Antrim (including towns of Belfast and Carrickfergus), 

Armagh, Down (linen trade and agriculture), . . . 2,199 or 1 in 89 5 691 or 1 in 1,256 

Provinces of Munster and Connaught (agriculture), . . . 8,836 or 1 in 272 753 or 1 in o’l 94 

Ireland, 21,696 or 1 in 266 3,157 or 1 in 1,829 

* The mean estimated number of paupers of all classes (including children) at one time in receipt of relief in 
England and Wales in 1865 was 951,899, viz.: — 131,313 in-door, and 820,586 out-door. The workhouse relief 
in Ireland is 14,751 above the number in the corresponding portion of the population in England and Wales in 
1864, and the out-door is 118,475 less. 

B2 
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That we may judge whether these proportions are satisfactory or not, I add the cor- 
sponding proportions for England and Wales for 1865 : — 



Criminal Classes (including Prostitutes). Prostitutes separately. 



The Metropolis 1 in 188 

Pleasure towns, 1 in 81 

Commercial ports 1 in 109 

Towns, seats of cotton and linen manufacture, . . . 1 in 137 

Midland emmties, 1 in 157 

All England and Wales, 1 in 172 



1 in 544 
1 in 243 
1 in 193 
1 in 557 
1 in 2,197 
1 in 728 



Total criminal As in order to ascertain the entire number of the criminal classes at any given time, 
it is necessary to add to those at large the number of those in confinement, the following 
tables are inserted exhibiting an estimate of the Irish criminal classes in 1866, as 
compared with 1865, and with the corresponding number in the English statistics for 
1865 : — 



Criminal Classes in 1866, compared with those in I860. 


1866. 


1865. | 


Increase, 

1866. 


Decrease, 


Criminal Classes at large, including 11,578 tramps 

and vagrants, 

In Local Prisons, 

In Convict Prisons, . . • • . ; 

In Reformatories, | 


21,696 
2,343 1 
1,432 
632 


23,603 

2,666 

1,637 

628 


4 


1,907 
323 
20 0 


Total, 


26,103 | 


2S,534 




2,431 







Enolaxd and 


Wales, 1865, 


Irish Criminal 


Irish Criminal 


Total Criminal, Classes is 1866, compared with those in 
England and Wales, in 1865. 


Total. 


Total. 


of Ireland. 


those in equal 
England and 
1865. 


^1866les8 
E Jutland and 


Criminal Classes at large, including 1 1,578 tramps 


21,696 


116,749 


30,723 




9,027 




2,343 


17,346 


4,565 


_ 


2,222 




1,432 


7,658 


1,9S9 




557 


In Reformatories, 


632 


3,388 


892 


- 


260 


Total, 


26,103 


145,041 


38,169 


- 


12,066 



It appears from this table that the total number (26,103) of the criminal classes in 
Ireland, including those at large as well as those in prison, is less numerous by 12,066, 
or 31 per cent., than the number (38,169) of the corresponding classes in 1865, in a 
portion of the population of England and Wales equal to that of Ireland. 



Indictable offences The number of crimes returned by the Police, and the number of persons apprehended 
in Ireland were J* follow:- 



Indictable Oppences not d.sposed of summarily. 


^Crimes 


^ Persons ^ 


January, February, and March, . 


2,451 


1,788 


April, May, and Jane, .... 


2,094 




July, August, and September, 
October, November, and Deoember, 


2,420 : 


1,591 


Total, ..... 


9,082 


6,252 



* In this table the number in Bride 
counterbalanced by the omission of the 
prisoners and debtors in the local prisons : 



sells in Ireland is not included: the number, however, is 

cumbers in Industrial Schools m England and Wales, and the number of nulitar, 
i England and Wales. 
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The apprehensions were in the proportion of 68‘8 per cent, to the number of crimes • Ctauauuiiws 
returned. In England and Wales in 1865 the apprehensions were in the proportion of AS P f UI, 1CB - 
55 - 6 per cent, to the number of crimes returned. It is stated in the English statistics Indictable offences 
that the only higher proportion of apprehensions ever attained was 58'2 per cent, of the iumnmrifyj^ ° f 
number of crimes committed (in the year 1863). It is to be observed that the number 
of apprehensions in Ireland is in a much higher proportion than this. 

The statistics of crimes and apprehensions are compared with the corresponding 
statistics of England and Wales for 1865 in the following tables : — 



IxmcTAiu.i: Offences in I860 (not disposed op summarily) 
COMPARED WITH THOSE IN ENGLAND AND WALES IN 1865. 


Ireland, 


| Enci.and and Wales, 1865. 


Irish Crimes 
returned in 
1866 in 

cNcess of those 
Population in 

"l865.“ 


1860 less than 
Population in 
"]865. m 




Niintlier in^n 


January. February, and March, 

April, May, and June, 

July, August, and September, .... 
October, November, and December, 

Total, 


2,451 

2,094 

2,117 

2,420 


13,893 

12,353 

12,246 

13,758 


3,656 

3,250 

3,223 

3,621 


; 


1,205 

1,156 

1,106 

1,201 


9,082 


53,250 


13,750 


- 


4,668 




The maximum of crime in Ireland which, as indicated by the statistics, has hitherto 
been in the montlxs of July, August, and September, was attained this year in January, 
February, and March — a change to be attributed to the outbreak of Fenianism, which 
took place in March. In England and Wales the maximum is in October, November, 
and December. 

The indictable offences returned by the Police for 1866 and 1865 are compared in 
the following table : — 



Indictable Offences. 


's:°’ 


nr 


YaSfT' 


V' 


No. 1 . Offences against tbe person:— 

Murder of infants aged one year and under, 


36 


36 
















Attempts to murder, shooting at, wounding, stabbing, he., 


118 


136 


_ 


18 






48 


- 


1 














172 


214 




42 




413 


504 




91 


Assaults common, and on Peace Officers, .... 


506 


618 


- 


112 


Total No. 1, . 


1,330 


1,585 


" 


255 



[continued on next page. 
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CoXsTABULAKY 
avi) Police. 

Indictable offences 
(not disposed of 



Indictable Ofeenoes — continued. 



Indictable Offences. 


I *isc6r i> ‘ 


IllBLAND. 




Decrease. 

18G6. 


No. 2. Offences against property, with violence, . 


424 


483 


- 


69 


No. 3. Offences against property, without violence, 










No. 4. Malicious offences against property, .... 




616 


















17 








Riot, breach of the peace, ..... 


49 


















Other offences not included in above, 


1,299 






" 


Total of 6 classes, .... 


9,082 


9,766 


- 


684 



Whilst the above table shows a general decrease from 9,766 to 9,082, there appears to 
be an increase in the number of murders, but the Police statistics as to murder, do not 



agree with the Coroners’ statistics as noticed in the next page. 

As the heads of the annual Police returns were not framed to include treason and the 
other offences connected with it, special forms were sent to the Police. 



The following is a summary of the special returns received : — 



S ED moils 0 KP^SCES " N 1860 
following hbabb^ihtub fbecbdino j 


High 

Treason. 


Treason- 

able 

Felony. 


■Seditious 


Treason- 

able 

Oaths. 


Using 
Seditious i 


■ 


claimed | 


s i£s“ 


Total. 






283 


34 


13 l 


96 


12 


159 | 


7 


603 






31. 


10 1 












87 


Attempts to murder, 




1 


- 














Not classed, .... 


- 






- 


1 


1 


“ 


- 


3 


Total, 


1 - 


316 


46 


13 


133 


22 i 


159 


7 


694 



It appears from this summary that the treasonable and seditious offences arising out 
of the Fenian conspiracy were the chief unfavourable features in the Police statistics of 



indictable offences in Ireland in IS 66. 

The following summary gives the number of indictable offences not disposed of sum- 
marily, returned in Ireland for 1866, as compared with the number in England and 
Wales in 1865 : — 
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The characteristics of Irish crime indicated by this summary correspond with those Cohhtabburv 
observed last year, the most unfavourable features being malicious offences against AND _^ Ict ' 
property, riots, assaults inflicting bodily harm, and other assaults. Indictable offences 

Of offences against property there is a much smaller number than in a corresponding iammanlyl 1 ° f 
portion of the population in England and Wales. This arises in part, no doubt, from 
the much larger quantity of property to tempt thieves in England and Wales, and the 
much smaller proportion of police to population, there being only one-half the number of 
policemen to the same number of the population in England that there is in Ireland. 

As regards the offences of attempts to murder, shooting at, wounding, stabbing, &c., 
to do bodily harm, and manslaughter, the Irish statistics are more favourable than the 
English, and also the statistics of unnatural offences, rape and immoral offences, perjury, 
and attempts to commit suicide. 

The Police statistics as to murder show 66 in Ireland, as compared with 36 in a 
corresponding portion of the population in England and Wales in 1865; but the 
Coroners’ statistics, which as to the number of crimes affecting life appear to be more 
reliable than those returned by the Police, show 64 verdicts of wilful murder in Ireland, 
and 231 in England and Wales outside Middlesex, besides 94 verdicts of wilful murder 
of children under one year of age, and 77 cases of murder of persons above that age, in 
Middlesex alone, or 402 in all. This gives 106 as the number of murders in a portion 
of the population in England and Wales equal to that of Ireland, which is a very much 
larger proportion than in Ireland. 

The following summary gives the number of infanticides and other murders in 
Ireland, according to the Coroners’ Returns, as compared with the corresponding 
statistics in England and Wales. It appears from this summary that there is an excess 
both of infanticides and of other murders in England and Wales, there having been 46 
verdicts of infanticide in an equal portion of the population in England and Wales in 
1865, for 40 in Ireland, and 60 verdicts for other murders as compared with 24 in 
Ireland. 



Murder, according to Coroners' Returns. 




England and Wales, 
1865. 


^ Murders in^ 


I rel an^uVctiG 

\VjS?uVu65. 


Total. 


Number iu a 
W ales equal to 


^ngland^and 




,0 


176 


46 ! 


_ 


6 


Murder of persons above the age of 1 year, 












Total Murders, .... 


64 


402 


106 I 




42 



The Census Commissioners ascertained that the number of children under one year of 
age in Ireland to the rest of the population was, in 1861, as 2 '4 to 97'6, or in other words, 
that in every 200 of the population, about 5 are infants under one year of age. It follows 
from this that the number of murders of infants under one year of age which would 
correspond to the 24 murders appearing to have taken place by the Coroners’ Returns 
amongst the rest of the population, would be less than one a year; being only -59, or 
about 3 in five years. The number of infanticides (40) is therefore more than 67 times 
the number of murders occurring amongst the same amount of the population at other 
periods of life on an average. 

In England and Wales the proportion of those under one year to those above one 
year of age is 3 to 97 ; it follows, therefore, that the number of infanticides which would 
correspond to the 227 murders of persons above one year of age would be 7 in one 
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year. The actual number (175) would appear to be on an average about 25 times 
the number occurring amongst the same amount of population iu England and Wales 
at other periods of life. 

The amount of infanticide indicated by the verdicts of Coroners' juries in both countries 
is very startling, and resting as they do upon the sworn verdicts of a number of inde- 
pendent juries before different Coroners in all parts of both countries, the statistics are 
free from any prejudice which might lead to a wrong estimate or statement of the excess 
of infanticide which they indicate. 



The offences determined summarily in 18G6 and 1865 are compared in the following 
table : — 







Ireland, 


*sr 




Aggravated assaults on Women and Children, 


296 


393 


_ 


97 
















5,013 


164 




Malicious and wilful destroying of property, Ac., . 


9,303 


8,987 


516 


- 


Total offences which might be indicted, 


21,859 


21,257 


602 


- 




31,877 


32,239 


- 


362 


Offences against Acts of Parliament, viz. : 


8,170 


10,910 




2,740 




1,398 


1,490 


- 


92 












Poor Law Acts, deserting family, disorderly conduct i 
Workhouses, 4c. 


693 


761 




68 






4,427 






' a o r!Ult Acts • | Begging, and other offences. 

Police Acts, including Lord’s Bay Act and Weights am 


1,835 


2,477 


- 


642 


6,520 


6,624 




104 


Other Acts of Parliament, as Ways Acts, Pawnbrokers’ Ac 


62,310 


4S.409 


13,907 


_ 






1,200 






Orunkenness, and drunk and disorderly, . 




83,967 


- 




Other offences not included in above, .... 


13,941 


19,354 


- 




Total other than indictable offences, 


214,976 


212,622 


2,354 


— 


Total offences determined summarily, 


236,835 


233,879 


2,956 





The offences (included in the preceding summary) to be attributed to the Fenian 
conspiracy are indicated in the following table. There was a considerable increase in 
the number of offences under these heads as compared with the number in 1865, 
especially in the offence of using seditious language : — 





Treason 


Treasonable 


Sedition. 


Attempts, 


SSE 


Defacing 




Police Acts — other offences punishable as 










5 




5 


Police Acts — other offences not falling 
under other special beads, . 




1 


1 


_ 


2 


_ 


4 


Other offences not included under the 
above heads, 




12 


2 


- 


89 


7 


110 


Total, .... 




13 


3 




96 


7 


119 



In the offences which might be indicted there was an increase of 602, which, however, 
does not bring the number up to that returned for 1864, as there had been a decrease 
of 1,314 in this class of offences in the year 1865. In the offences not indictable there 
appears also to have been, during 1866, an increase of 2,354. 
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The following table gives a comparison of the offences determined summarily in 
Ireland in 1866, with those in England and Wales in 1865 : — 







ENGLAND 

and Wales, 1865. 


Irish 


Irish 


Offences with those 




Number in a 
the Pollution of 
Englandand Wales 
equal to that of 


and' tholes in 
1865. 


11166 less than 

and Wales in 
1865. 


Aggravated assaults on Women and Children, . . . 1 


296 


816 




520 






6,534 


349 






5,177 


11,818 




6,641 


Malicious and wilful destroying of property, Ac., 


9,503 


5,475 


4,028 


- 


Total offences which might he indicted, 


21,859 


24,643 


- 


2,784 




31,877 


21,537 


10,340 




Offences against Acts of Parliament, viz. : 


8,170 


7,881 


289 




Fishery Acts, 




287 


1,111 . 






801 


2,735 




1,934 


Poor Law Acts, deserting family, disorderly conduct in 
Workhouses, Ac., 


693 


2,064 




1,371 




4,242 


1,851 


2,391 




Vagrant Acts, j Begging, and other offences, . 
Polico Acts, including Lord’s Day Act and Weights and 


1,835 i 


5,760 




3,925 


6,520 : 


6,398 


122 




Other Acts of Parliament, as Ways Acts, Pawnbrokers’ 


62,316 ' 


13,488 


48,828 


_ 


Cruelty to Animals, 


DS9 




16 




Drunkenness, and drunk and disorderly, 


82,194 


27,713 






Other offences not included iu above, .... 


13,941 


5,436 






Total other than indictable offences, . 


214,976 


96,123 


118,853 


- 


Total offences determined summarily, . 


236,835 


120,766 


116,069 





CoNSTABOLARST 

anb Police. 

Offences deter- 
mined summarily. 



The first four classes in the preceding table are the only classes therein that are 
certain to include offences which might be made the subject of indictment, and it appears 
that these minor cases of Indictable Offences (determined summarily) indicate the same 
characteristics as the table of graver cases (not determined summarily) — the number of 
such offences is 21,859, being 2, 784 less than the number (24,643) in an equal portion of the 
population in England and Wales in 1865 ; there is also less of theft, and of crimes 
indicating a low moral tone, such as aggravated assaults on women and children, than in 
England and Wales ; on the other hand there is a greater prevalence of malicious 
offences in Ireland. 

In the less serious offences the chief excess is under the following heads — drunkenness, 
offences against Ways Acts, Pawnbrokers’ Act, Revenue Laws, Vagrant Acts, and 
common assaults. Thus if the excess in offences not classed (8,505) be deducted from 
the entire excess (118,853), the difference (110,348) is more than accounted for by the 
excess of offences under the four following heads, viz. : — 



Drunkenness, . 54,481 

Offences against Acts of Parliament, such as Ways Acts, Pawnbrokers' Act, 

Revenue Laws, Ac., . . . . . . . 48,828 

Offences against Vagrant Acts, ...... 2,391 

Common Assaults, ........ 10,340 

Total, . . 116,040 



With respect to offences against the above Acts of Parliament, the fact that the Irish 
Police act as Inspectors of weights and measures, and as a Revenue Police, would 
naturally lead to greater vigilance in enforcing these Acts, and the much larger pro- 

C 
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Constabulary portion of police to population in Ireland than in England and Wales would also lead 
andPoucb. to greater activity ill the detection and punishment of minor offences, especially as the 
Offences deter- Justices have power to award one-third of the pecuniary penalties (the usual punishment 
SSCT* f° r such offences), to the Constabulary reward fund. 

This inevitable effect of the large proportion of Police in Ireland is illustrated by the 
statistics as to Prostitutes. Thus, while it appears from the Police Tables that the 
number of Prostitutes known to the Police in Ireland in 1866 was 3,157, as compared 
with 7,249 in an equal portion of the population in England and Wales in 1865, there 
were 4,242 charges against Prostitutes under the Vagrant Acts in Ireland in 1S66, as 
compared with 1,351 in an equal portion of the population in England and Wales in 1865. 

The number of offences against the Poor Law Acts in Ireland in 1866 for deserting 
families and disorderly conduct in Workhouses is only 693, as compared with 2,064 in 
a corresponding portion of the population in England and Wales in 1865. 

Result of The following summary exhibits the result of the proceedings in cases determined 

proceedings. summar i]y : _ 

Men end Boys. Women and Girls. Total. 

Total number proceeded against, . . . 193,364 44,471 236,835 

„ convicted, .... 158,999 33,131 192,130 

Thus it appears that in the case of offences determined summarily, the convictions 
were 81 per cent, of the pei-sons proceeded against. This is a higher proportion of con- 
victions than in England and Wales in 1865 where the per-centage of convictions is 6S'2 
of the number of persons proceeded against. 

Punishments. The penalties imposed on those convicted are stated under the same classification as m 

the English statistics, and the proportions of the different punishments are compared with 
the corresponding proportions in England and Wales in the following summary : 









Correspond- 


Punishments for Offences determined Summarily in^1_8G6, 


Number of 
Cues. 


Ireland, 


‘res 

and Wiles, 


Imprisoned above 6 months, 

„ 6 months and above 3 months, 

„ 3 months and above 2 months, 

., 2 months and above 1 month, . 

„ 1 month and above 14 days, 

„ 14 days and under, ..... 

In Industrial schools, 


28 

216 

583 

1,348 

3,149 

14,228 

120 


0-02 

0-11 

0- 30 
070 

1- 64 
7-41 
006 


0-02 

0-88 

2- 35 

3- 36 
7-38 
9-08 
0-37 
0-14 


Total committed, 


19,672 


10-24 


23-58 


To find sureties or recognizance, .... 

Delivered to Army or Navy, 


149,982 

12 

5,384 

411 

16,669 


78-06 

001 

2-80 

0-21 

8-68 


62-73 

015 

4-03 

0-52 

8-99 


Total convicted, 


192,130 


100- 


100- 



It appears from this summary that the punishments of a trifling character bear a higher 
proportion in Ireland to the total punishments than in England and Wales, whilst the 
proportional number of serious punishments is much less in Ireland, indicting that a 
large part of the excess in the case of offences determined summarily in Ireland is to oe 
found amongst the- offences of a less serious character. 
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The character of the persons proceeded against in Ireland is shown in the following 
summary : — 



Character or Persons proceeded 


Pereon! „ 


prehcndod 


Perrons 


roceoded 


— 








for Indicta 


o Offences. 


against S 


mmarily. 




Total. 




Known Thieves, .... 

Prostitutes, 

Vagrants, Tramps, and others without 


M. 

363 


204 

459 


1,126 


760 

12,617 


M. 

1,489 


F. 

964 

13,076 


2,453 

13,076 


visible means of subsistence, 


73 


42 


2,279 


1,456 


2,352 


1,498 


3,850 


Suspicious Characters, 

Habitual Drunkards (not under the 


572 


136 


4,833 


2,005 


5,405 


2,141 


7,5-46 


above heads), 

Previous good Character, . 

Character unknown, .... 


114 

2,566 


38 

327 

369 


10,180 

143,921 

30,025 


2,060 

17,696 

7,877 


10,294 

146,487 

31,014 


2,09S 

18,023 

8,246 


12,392 

164,510 

39,260 


Total of Ireland, 


4,677 


1,575 


192,364 


44,471 


197,041 


46,046 


243,087 



The character of the persons proceeded against is compared with the corresponding 
English statistics in the following summary : — 









np Wales, 




Deffcieneyof 


with similar Statistics por England and Wales. 


Ireland, 

me. 


Total. 


portion of die 
that of Ireland 


'CnBCc' 

as compared 
with England 


in Ireland 

with England 
and Wales 


Known Thieves, . . 


2,453 


19,763 








Vagrants, Tramps, and others, without visible 


13,076 


18,260 


4,805 


8,271 




means of subsistence, . 


3,850 


20,307 








Suspicions Characters, 


7,546 










Habitual Drunkards (not under tbe above heads), 


12,392 


30.7S2 








Previous good Character, 


164,510 


1S5.706 








Character unknown, .... 


39,260 


166,303 


43,764 




4,504 


Total of Ireland, 


243,087 


487,973 


128,414 


114,673 


- 



It appears from this summary that 161 per cent, of the persons proceeded against 
were of character unknown to the police, whilst in England and Wales 34 per cent, of 
those proceeded against were of that class. This arises in part from the much Mother 
number of police in proportion to the population in Ireland than in England and Wales, 
already noticed, and in part from the greater number of foreigners, and from tbe greater 
aggregation of the people in cities and towns in England than in Ireland. 

In Ireland 67'7 per cent, of those proceeded against were of previous good character, 
while in England and Wales only 38 per cent, were of this class. It appears that while 
the total excess of persons proceeded against in Ireland over those proceeded against in an 
equal population in England andWaleswas 1 14, 673, the excess of persons of previous good 
character proceeded against was 115,640. These figures afford further indications of the 
less serious character of a large part of the offences disposed of summarily in Ireland. 

The returns which have been obtained from the Coroners show the number of inquests 
to have been 3,092 — 2,099 on men and boys, and 993 on women and girls. In England 
and Wales, in 1865, the number was 25,011 — 17,566 on men and boys, and 7,445 on 
women and girls. This would give the proportion to be expected in Ireland as 6,582, 
showing that the inquests in Ireland are less than one-half the number held in an equal 
population in England and Wales. 

It appears that of the 64 verdicts of murder returned by Coroners 40 were of 
children under the age of one year, and 24 were other murders, showing a great excess 
of infanticide as already noticed in connexion with the Police statistics as to murder.* 

The returns show the cost of the inquests to be £6,783 6s. lid., and the average 
cost of each inquest to be £2 3s. 10d., whilst in England and Wales it is £2 19s. l Od. 



Constabulary 
and Police. 

Character of Per- 
sons proceeded 
against. 



Inquests. 
Coroners’ Returns. 



* Vide p. 15, supra. 
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Criminal CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS. 

Proceedings. 

— - _ An account of the sums paid by Her Majesty’s Treasury for criminal prosecutions at 

Prosecutions. Assizes and Quarter Sessions, and at the Dublin Commission Court, and proceedings at 
Petty Sessions, Inquests, and Police Courts, has been made up from returns received from 
the Crown Solicitors in Ireland, and from the County and City Treasurers. The Crown 
Solicitors’ returns show the number of prosecutions conducted by the Crown Counsel and 
Crown Solicitors’ at Assizes and at the Dublin Commission Court, and the costs, exclusive 
of prosecutors and witnesses’ expenses which are paid through the County and City 
Treasurers. The latter expense and the number of prosecutors and witnesses paid have 
been ascertained from the County and City Treasurers, but these payments are not 
confined to prosecutions in which the Crown Counsel and Solicitors are engaged. 

The following table gives a summary of the costs of criminal prosecutions in Ireland, 
with the number of Crown prosecutions in County and City of Dublin, and Crown 
prosecutions on Circuit, and in 26 of the 39 Quarter Sessions Courts : — 




This table shows an increase (attributable to the prosecutions for Fenianism) in 
the number and costs of Crown prosecutions in Dublin, and in the number of Crown 
prosecutions at the Assizes throughout the countiy, but a considerable decrease in the 
number of cases in the Quarter Sessions Courts. 

The criminal prosecutions in Ireland are managed differently from those in England 
and Wales. The Executive Goverment, by the Law Officers and Crown Solicitors, takes 
charge of all the serious cases at Assizes in Ireland and at the Dublin Commission 
Court. In England and Wales the Treasury Solicitor in 1865 prosecuted in 310 Mint 
cases, and in 94 other cases ; while the prosecutions at the Circuit Assize Courts, in 1863, 
were 2,968, and at the Central Criminal Court, 698. At the Quarter Sessions in Ireland 
a Sessional Crown Solicitor attends, but Barristers are scarcely ever employed. Erom 
these differences the expenses of Crown prosecutions in Ireland should be higher at 
Assizes than in England and Wales, and less at Quarter Sessions. 

As the English Returns appear to include the cases in which witnesses were paid as well 
as those in which professional assistance was employed, the average costs founded upon 
such numbers will not compare with the average cost in Ireland, calculated on the cases in 
which the Crown Solicitor intervenes, and therefore no comparison of average cost is given. 

The tables of Criminal Proceedings at Assizes, at the Dublin Commission Court, and 
at Quarter Sessions, have been compiled so as to give in a condensed form information 
similar to that contained in the “Irish Criminal Tables,”* which were annually presented 
to Parliament for many years previous to the compilation of the Irish Judicial and 
Criminal Statistics for 1863. 



• The origin of the Irish Criminal Tables is explained in the Irish Judicial Statistics for 1863, p. xix. 
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The forms of return used for the Irish Criminal Tables have been preserved, so as to ^Ciuminal 

allow of an accurate comparison with the statistics of this class of criminal proceedings 

in Ireland for past years, and by this means the defect is obviated to which the Irish 
Judicial Statistics, from being only compiled for three years, would otherwise be subject. 

In this comparison it was necessary to mark the large addition to the number of the 
offences treated as distinct, inserted by the advice of the Law Adviser to the Irish Govern- 
ment in the Tables of 1862, after the Consolidated Criminal Statutes had come into 
operation. This has been done on Table 4, and the figures before and after the new 
classification of offences are distinguished by a broad line. The change, however; does 
not affect the total number of offences of all classes. 

The number of persons for trial at Assizes, the Dublin Commission Court, and at 
Quarter Sessions, is compared with the numbers in the preceding ten years in the follow- 
ing summary : — 



- 


for Trial. 


I— 






per 100,0 ill. 


per 100,000. 


1857, 


7,210 




_ 


122 








6,308 




902 


107 




15 


1859, 


i 5,865 




443 


100 






I860, 


5,386 




479 


92 




s 




5,586 


200 




96 


4 




1862, 


6,666 


1.080 




115 


19 


- 


1863, 


6,078 






106 






1864, 


5.0SG 










17 




4.657 












I860, 


4,326 




331 


77 


- 




Decrease 


in 10 years, 


2 


884 




45 



The decrease during 1866 in the number of persons sent for trial, as compared with 
the year immediately preceding, of 331, or upwards of 7 per cent., is highly satisfactory, 
following as it does upon progressive decreases since 185? (except in the exceptional years 
of distress, 1861 and 1862), so that 1866 presents a smaller number of persons for trial 
tiin/n any year of the last ten, and shows a reduction of 2,884 (from 7,210 in 1857 to 
4,326 in 1866) being a decrease of 40 per cent. As, however, in order to form a correct 
estimate of the amount of crime, it is necessary to take into account the number of the 
population, I have added four columns to the above table showing the number of persons 
for trial in every 100,000 of the people. A very remarkable decrease in the amount 
of crime during the last ten years is thus indicated, there having been, in 1857, 122 
persons for trial in every 100,000 of the population, while in 1866 this number had been 
reduced to 77, being a decrease of 45 per 100,000 of population, or 37 per cent. 

The differences in the classes of offences of which those for trial in 1S66 and 1865 Classes of Offences 
were convicted or charged are indicated by the following summary “”P ared with 



Classes of Offences in 1866, comjabed with those 
in 1865. 


1806. 


1806. 


"ssr 




2£ 




1. Offences against tlie person, . .. 

2. Do. ilo. property, with violence, 

3. Do. do. property, without violence, . 

4. Malicious offences against property, 

5. Forgeries and offences against the currency, . 

6. Treasonable Felony, 

7. Offences not included in the above classes, . 


1,468 

211 

1,429 

62 

63 

52 

1,041 


1,738 

196 

1,593 

82 

81 

41 

920 


15 

11 

115 


270 

164 

20 

18 


20 -S 
12-4 


15-5 

10-3 

24-4 

222 


Total 


4,326 


4,657 




331 


- 


•7 



* In this calculation the population for each year has been taken as estimated by the Registrar-General. 
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The chief unfavourable feature in this summary is the increase in the number of 
offences not included in any of the speciSed clauses from 926 cases in 1865 to 1,041 in 
]S66, being an increase of 12'4 per cent. The other unfavourable features are slight 
increases of less than one-half per cent, in the number of offences against property with 
violence and of cases of Treasonable Felony. 

The favourable symptoms are decreases of 15' 5 per cent, in offences against the person , 
of 24-4 per cent, in malicious offences against property ; of 22-2 per cent, in offences 
against the currency ; and of 7 per cent, in all the offences grouped together.. 

°ln connexion with the efforts to extend manufactures in Ireland, the statistics aflord 
very satisfactory results. There was not a single person for trial for destroying machines 
or woods in process of manufacture in 1866. There were, however, 6 persons for trial 
f or not and feloniously demolishing buildings, machinery, &c., which is an increase on 
the number (1) in 1S65. For offences connected with conspiracies or combinations to 
raise the rate of wages, there were three persons for trial in 1S66, which were the only 
cases of the land which have occurred for the last four years. These statistics are, how- 
ever, upon the whole highly creditable to the tradesmen and labouring classes engaged 
in manufactures. 



The following are the results of the proceedings at Assizes, the Dublin Commission 
Court, and Quarter Sessions, in each of the two years : — 



Not prosecuted, 

No bills found against 

Not guilty on trial, .... 
Bailed and not tried, . • ■ 

Acquitted and discharged, 




1865. 



409 

484 

964 

110 

1,967 



8-78 

10-39 

20-70 

2-36 



42-23 



Acquitted on the ground of insanity, 
Pound insane. 

Detained as insane. 



13 12 -3 -26 

13 17 -3 -37 

26 29 -6 -63 



Sentenced to death, . 

„ penal servitude, 

„ imprisonment, . 

„ whipping, fine, &c. 

Sentence respited and pardon, 
Convicted, 



4 5 

251 303 

1,649 1,792 

471 458 

43 103 

2,418 2,661 



•09 

5-80 

3812 

10-89 

1- 

55-9 



■11 

6-50 

38-48 

9-84 

2-21 



57-14 



Total 



sent for trial, 



. 4,326 



4,657 100- 100- 



The following summary shows the number convicted, and not convicted, and the rate 
p 8r cent, of each class for each of the last ten years : — 







Not Convicted. 




Rotepo 


r Cent. 








Convicted. 


Not Convicted. 




3,925 


3,285 


7,210 


54-44 


45-56 




3,350 


2,958 


6,308 


53-11 






3,109 


2,756 


5,865 


5301 


46-99 




2,979 


2,407 




55-31 


44-69 




3,271 


2,315 


5,586 


58-56 


41-44 




3,796 


2,870 


6,666 


1 56-95 


43-05 




8,285 


2,793 


6,078 


54-04 


1 45-96 




3,000 


2,086 


5,086 


58-99 


41-01 




2,661 


1,996 


4,657 


57-14 


42-86 


1866, 


2,418 


1,908 


4,326 


55-90 


44-10 



The proportion of those acquitted and discharged in 1866 to those placed on trial 
(44-10 per cent.) is still at a much higher rate than in England and Wales, where the 
proportion of the acquitted and discharged in 1865 amounted to but 24-6 per cent. 
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The sentences in 1866 are shown in the following table ii 
with the sentences for each of the nine preceding years : — 



detail, and in comparison 





1866. 


1865. 


..... 






1861. 


.... 


-■ 






Death, 


4 


5 


7 


4 


6 


2 


7 


2 


5 


8 


Transportation : — 






















For Life, .... 




















15 


For 15, and above 14 years, . 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


2a 


























3 


6 


2 


6 


3 


2 


1 


1 


4 


G 


Above 15 years, . 


3 




2 


1 




4 




- 


_ 


- 




11 




4 


14 


23 








5 






136 


146 


97 


107 


S3 


70 


50 


52 


57 


36 




97 


143 


143 


124 


120 


59 


22 


20 


13 


32 




1 




62 


72 


135 


129 


107 


135 


141 


322 


For 3 years, and under, 


- 


1 


98 


194 


205 


89 


115 


106 


120 


- 


Imprisonment : — 






















Above 3 years. 






























1 
















86 


98 


126 


109 


115 


124 












297 


356 


419 


436 


478 


444 


349 


387 


440 


525 


For 6 months and under, 


1,266 


1,338 


1,477 


1,634 


1,970 


1,726 


1,643 


1,615 


1,823 


1,976 


Whipping, fined, or discharged, 


471 


458 


357 


538 


506 


520 


510 


529 


488 


685 


Sentence respited and pardon, 


43 


103 


204 


45 


1-16 


101 


95 


156 


140 


122 


Totals, . 


2,418 


2,661 


3,000 


3,285 


3,796 


3,271 


2,979 


3,109 


3,350 


3,925 


Sent to Reformatory Schools ,® 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


" 


- 


- 




- 



Sessions, &c 

continual. 

Sentences. 



Of the 4 persons sentenced to death in 1866, in 2 cases the sentence was commuted to Capital convic- 
penal servitude, and the following 2 persons were executed : — 

Patrick Power, aged 20, murder of his father, for interfering with his wild courses, 
and attempting to prevent him making an unsuitable marriage. 

John Loyne, aged 23, murder of a boy 10 year's old, the son of a small farmer. The 
child’s father had prosecuted Loyne for dishonesty while in his employment as farm 
servant, for which crime he was sentenced to penal servitude. On the expiration of the 
sentence he went to the farmer’s house to shoot him, but the son accidentally received 
the shot fired at the father. 

In addition to the information similar to that given in the English Tables of Criminal 
Proceedings, the Irish Criminal Tables contain details as to the ages and state of 
instruction of the persons for trial 

The ages of the persons for trial in 1866 are compared with those in 1865 in the Ages of persons 
- for trial, 

following summary : — 



, „„ 


rson’s poii Trial in 1866, compabed 


1866 


1866. 




WITH THOSE IN 1865. 




12 years 


nd under, .... 


24 


16 






104 




„ 14 








„ 21, ... 


1,449 


1,658 




„ 30 


625 


706 






326 


324 


60 


„ 50, ... 


169 


176 










Age could 


not be ascertained, . . . 








Total, .... 


4,326 


4,657 



* In the English statistics those ordered to be detained in Reformatory Schools are not classed according to the original 
sentence of iini>risoniuent imposed, but under the head “ Detained in Reformatory and Industrial Schools. In the Irish 
Tables those detained in Reformatory Schools are classed according to the original sentence of imprisonment imposed, and 
shown as a separate class. Vide Tables, pp. 88, 87. The numbers were as follow 1859, 36 ; 1860, 65; 1861,51; 1862,38; 
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Criminal 

Proceedings. 

Assizes, Quarter 
Sessions, &o. — 
continued. 



The proportion per cent, of those for trial at each age-period in 1366 and 1365 to the 







Proportion per Cent. 


Ages on moss ton 1m 




“■ 




12 years and under 


12, ! 


0-05 

2-03 


0-35 

2-23 






16-36 








33-50 








14-45 


15-16 




40 


7-53 


6-96 








3-i S 






1-97 




Not ascertained, 










Total, . 


100- 


100- 



state of instruo- The following tables exhibit the result of the information collected under the head of 
trial ° f personS f ° r State of Instruction on Commitment of Persons for Trial, and bring up to the present 
time some of the information which has for many years been given in the Irish Criminal 
Tables : — 



State op Instruction on Commitment. 


Number of Pore 


>us Committed. 


1886. 


1865. 




1,534 


1,645 








Neither Bead nor Write, .... 






Instruction not ascertained. 






Total, .... 


4,326 


4,657 




ascertained is less in 1866 than in 1857, the proportion of those who can read and write 
has increased from 28’21 to 35'46 per cent. 

Sexes and state of The sexes of those for trial for 1865 and 1866, and the state of instruction of those 
instruction on committe( i 0 f each sex, are given in the following summary 



Sexes and State 
op Instruction. 


Ye«. 


Total 

Trial. 


Read and Write. 1 


Read 


only. 


“‘5 


Read 




rtaiued. 




Per cent. | 


Number. | 


Per cont. 


Number. | 


Percent. 


Number, j 


Pereeut. 










40-60 


469 ' 


1316 


936 


26-26 


712 ! 


19-98 


Men and Boys, . | 


1866, 


3,461 


1,363 1 


39-44 


412 


11-90 












1RR5 






18-11 


240 


21-96 


508 


46-48 


147 


13-45 


Women and Uirls, . j 


1866', 


865 


169 


19-54 


171 


19-77 


425 
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It appeal’s from this summary that while the proportion of men and boys who were Cm mix a i, 

ascertained to be incapable on their commitment of either reading or writing was 25’57 B0 inai ' NCS ‘ 
per cent., the proportion of women and girls in this state of ignorance was 49 - 13 per Assizes, Quarter 
cent., the former of which is a decrease, the latter an increase on the per centage for 1 865. 

The number of persons for trial being less than in 1865, it is of importance to trace Knmbo 7j“ . ria , 
whether this diminution was general or local. For this purpose the following summary in the different 
has been compiled. SSSttaST 

in 1805. 



Leinster : 

Drogheda Town, 
Dublin County, . 

» City, . 
Kildare, . 
Kilkenny County, 
„ City, 
King’s County, . 
Longford, 

Meath, 

Queen’s County, 
Westmeath, 
Wexford, . 
Wicklow, . 

Total, 



Munster : 

Clare, 

Cork County, . 

Kerry^'^, ' ' 

Limerick County, 

„ City, . . 

Tipperary, North Riding, 
„ South Riding, 
Waterford County, . 

„ City, 



Total, 

Ulster : 

Antrim (including Carriokfergus 
Town), . 

Armagh, . 

Donegal, . 

‘Fermanagh, 

Londonderry, 

Monaghan, 

Tyrone, 



Connaught : 
Galway County, 



Total, . 
General Total, . 



Population, 

1861. 


No. of Person* sent for Trial. 


1866. 




I860. 


Id crease. 


Decrease. 


57,137 


43 


51 




8 


14,740 


19 . 


11 


8 




155,444 


90 


92 




2 




500 


521 




21 


90,946 


117 


100 


17 




110,341 




92 




20 


14,174 


6 


8 




2 


90,043 


74 


84 




10 


71,694 


35 


65 




30 


75,973 


46 


46 






110,373 




59 




19 


90,650 


115 


115 






90,879 


62 


84 




22 


143,954 


78 


54 


24 




86,479 


64 


63 


1 


- 


1,467,635 


1,361 


1,445 


- 


84 


166,305 


65 


91 




26 


464,697 


298 


304 






80,121 


105 


133 




28 


201,800 


112 


116 




4 


172,801 


123 


158 




35 


44,476 


28 


42 




14 


109,220 


125 


176 




51 


139,886 


109 


106 






110,959 


77 


66 


11 




23,293 


37 


28 


9 




1,513,558 


1,079 


1,220 


- 


141 


378,588 


175 


251 




76 


190,086 


199 


159 


40 




153,906 


78 


174 




96 


237,395 


138 


160 




22 


299,302 


126 


168 




42 


105,768 


84 


58 


26 




184,209 


121 


103 


18 




126,482 


87 


139 




52 


238,500 


236 


198 


38 




1,914,236 


1,244 


1,410 


- 


166 


254,511 


95 


101 




6 


16,967 


14 


17 




3 


104,744 


120 


119 






254,796 


204 


177 


27 




157,272 


78 


79 




1 


124,845 


131 


89 


42 




913,135 


642 


582 


60 


- 


•5,798,564 


4,326 


4,657 


- 


331 



* Exclusive of 403 Seamen and others at Sea on Census night. 



D 
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Criminal 

Proceedings. 

Quarter Sessions. 



Court for the 
consideration of 
Crown cases 
reserved. 



It appears that the improvement in 1866, as shown by the smaller number of persons 
for trial, extended to 18 counties and 1 Biding out of the 32 counties, to 5 counties of 
cities or of towns, and to 3 provinces. 

The Court of Quarter Sessions in Ireland is in one respect differently constituted from 
the Court of Quarter Sessions in England, being presided over by the Chairman of the 
County, or Irish County Coui't Judge. A table has been introduced showing the appeals 
from Magistrates, which are given in another form in the English statistics; the 
applications for spirit licences and the disposal of bills of indictment are also shown, 
so as to give a complete view of the entire business at Quarter Sessions. 

The proceedings at Quarter Sessions as compared with those in 1S65, were as 
follow : — 



Proceedings at Quarter Sessions. 


18G6. 


1865. 


'Tsr 


Decrease, 


Appeals from Magistrates : — ■ 










Affirmed, .... 




304 




32 




204 


103 


ii 




No rule, not stated, or adjourned, . 


141 


161 




20 


Total, . 


617 


658 




41 


Applications for spirit licences : — 










Granted, ..... 


1,584 


1,565 


19 






749 


656 


93 




Otherwise disposed of, 


314 


330 




16 


Total, . 


2,647 


2,551 


96 














Found guilty, .... 


1,582 


1,816 




234 


Acquitted, .... 


648 


691 




43 


Otherwise disposed of, ! . 


355 


362 




7 


Total, . 


2,585 


2,869 




284 



It appears from this summary that there was a considerable decrease in the business 
at Quarter Sessions in 186G. 

The Court for the consideration of Crown cases reserved, constituted by Stat. 11 and 
12 Vic., c. 78, corresponds to the Court of Criminal Appeal in England. There were 
10 appeals before it in 1866. 



Crown Cases Reserved. 




Dublin 










Court.® 






I 1 — 1 


| Reversed. 


Teal. 


Manslaughter, ..... 
Felony of Two Bank Drafts, 
Treason-Felony, .... 

Felony of Money, . . 

Having Arms in a Proclaimed District, 
Bigamy, ...... 


1 

1 

’ 6 


' 1 
1 1 

’l 




1 

; 

i 

5 

1 


1 , 


1 
’ 1 

5 

1 


1 

1 

' 1 
5 
1 


Total, . 


7 


’1 




10 f 


1 


9 


10 



The proceedings at Jurors’ Sessions for revising the Jurors’ Lists have been returned 
for all the counties of cities and of towns, and for 25 out of the 32 counties of Ireland ; the 
returns wanting being those for the counties of Dublin, Meath, Louth, Queen’s County, 
Cavan, Down, and Sligo. 

* This Court corresponds to the Central Criminal Court in England, and has jurisdiction in the county and 
county of the city of Dublin. 
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The following summary shows the proportion of Jurors to the population in the 
different counties from which returns have been received : — 



Criminal 

Proceedings, 

Juror Sessions. 



Proportion of J urors to Population in the different Counties. 



Carlow, 
Kildare, 
Kilkenny, . 
King’s, . 
Longford, . 
Westmeath, 
Wexford, . 
Wioldow, . 



57,137 

90,046 

110,341 

90,043 

71.694 



Clare, 

Cork, East Biding, 
West Biding, 
Kerry, ^ . 

Tipperary, Ntli. Biding, I 
„ Stli. Riding, 1 
Waterford, 



166,305 
I 2S6.396 
178,301 

I 201,800 

172, SOI 
109,220 
139,886 
110,959 



Ulster — continued. \ 
Donegal, . 

Fermanagh, 
Londonderry, . 
Monaghan, 

Tyrone, . . 

Connaught : 



Counties or Cities | 

Carrickfergus, . 

Cork, 

Drogheda, 

Dublin, . 

Galway, . 

Kilkenny, 

Limerick, 

Waterford, 



237,395 

105,768 

184,209 

126,482 

238,500 



254,511 

104,744 

254,796 

157,272 



16,907 

14,174 

44,476 

23,293 



The different districts present great diversity as to the number of qualified Jurors in 
proportion to population — from 1 in 56 of the population in Carlow to 1 in 250 in 
Roscommon. This arises in part from the greater or less extent to which the leasehold 
tenure, upon which the qualification mainly depends, has been replaced in different 
districts by a yearly tenancy, which is not, except in towns, a qualification for a Juror. 
It also arises in part from the extent to which the statutable provisions as to qualifications 
are disregarded. 



The statutable qualifications for Jurors for counties at large are — 



In Rural Districts, 



In Towns, 



J Freeholders. 

| Leaseholders. 

( Resident Merchants. 
1 Freemen. 

( Householders. 



It appears, however, that in no less than 27 districts out of 73 from which returns 
have been received, persons are returned as Jurors with other than the statutable 
qualification. 



[Table. 

D 2 
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Chimin At, 
IMCEKDINGS. 






Districts in which J urors are returned with other than Statutable Qualifications. 



District. 


County. 


Ratlikeale, 

Castleblayney, 


Limerick, 

Monaghan, 


Tnllow, .... 


Carlow, 


Wexford, 


Wexford. 


Limerick, 


Limerick, 


Boyle, .... 


Roscommon, . 


Lismore, 


Waterford, . 


Waterford, 


Waterford, 


Dungarvan, . 


Waterford, 


Athy, .... 


Kildare, 


Enniskillen, . 

Midleton, 

Ballymena, 

Ballina 

Castlebar, 

Athlone, 

Loughrea, 

Galway, 

Birr, .... 
Olifdcn, .... 

Newtownbutler, 


Fermanagh, . 
Cork, 

Antrim, 

Kildare, 

Roscommon, . 

Galway, 

Galway, 

King’s County, 
Galway, 

Cork, 

Fermanagh, . 
Tyrone, 


Carlow, .... 


Carlow, 


Tul la more, 


King’s County, 
Wexford, 




Total, 



| QualiHciitioi 



c {I 



Landholders. 

House and Landholders. 

314 House and Landholders. 

13 Hated Occupiers. 

3 Landholders. 

7 Holders in fee-simple. 

221 Otherqualifications — notstated. 
Landholders. 

80 Landholders. 

1 1 Holders iu fee-simple. 

101 Otherqualifications — notstated. 
Rated Occupiers. 

3 Gentlemen. 

137 Landholders. 

6 Justices of the Peace. 

15 Farmers. 

1 Seaman. 

1 Otherqualifications — notstated. 
Landholders. 

21 Farmers. 

114 Otherqualifications— not stated 

2 Grooms. 

Otherqualifications — not stated. 
£100 personal property. 
Tenants-at-will. 

Otherqualifications — not stated. 
Landholders. 

Otherqualifications — notstated. 
Otherqualifications — notstated. 
Other qualifications — notstated. 
Otherqualifications — notstated. 
Landholders. 

Otherqualifications — not stated. 
£100 personal property. 
Otherqualifications — notstated. 
Landholders. 

3 J ustices of the Peace. 

3 Rent-chargers. 

Landholders. 

Otherqualifications — notstated. 



As there are 41,251 Jurors returned in all the districts that have made returns, it 
appears that the number (2,909) apparently irregularly qualified are in the proportion 
of 7 per cent. 



Prisons. PRISONS. 

Under the head of Prisons are included the statistics of bridewells and of gaols in 
counties, and counties of cities or of towns, convict prisons, and reformatories, as also 
the statistics' of criminal lunatics confined in goals and lunatic asylums. The prisoners 
in the Four Courts Marshalsea* at Dublin have not been included, the numbers in it not 
having been hitherto included in the General Tables of the Inspectors-General of Prisons. 

The gaols included in these tables are 39 in number. They are not divided into county, 
borough, and liberty prisons as in England and Wales. The towns in Ireland that have 
distinct taxation for gaols are those which are counties of cities or counties of towns 
being only 8 out of the 33 boroughs in Ireland ; of these 8 towns with distinct taxation 
only 5 have actually distinct gaols, there being only 1 gaol for the county and city of 

* Tbe Inspectors-General of Prisons, though not including the Four Courts Marslmlsea in their General Report 
add in an Appendix a special Report on this institution, from which it appears that there were 32 prisoners in 
custody on the 31st December, 1865, the maximum at any time in the year having been 50, and that the total 
commitments in the year were 280. 
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Kilkenny, 1 for the county and city of Waterford, and 1 for the county of Antrim and Pxison 
the county of the town of Carrickfergus. 

The table as to bridewells is compiled in the office of the Inspector-General of Prisons Bridewells, 
from the returns made to that department, and when compared with that for 1865 it 
gives the following result : — 



Brxobwblis. 


Boys. 




Total, 1866. 


Total, 1865. 




Decrease. 


Number of Commitments, . 


13,931 


4,516 


18,447 


20,556 


- 


2,109 


Of whom were Drunkards, . 


7,108 


2,674 


9,782 


10,650 




8G8 


Number supported at Public Expense, 


10,376 


5,006 


15,382 


16,881 


" 


1,499 


Total Cost, 






£ s. d. 
6,365 IS 9 


£ a. d. 
6,417 0 8f. 


- 


£ s. d. 
51 1 Ilf 



This summary shows a decrease in the number of commitments for drunkenness from 
10,650 in 1865 to 9,782 in 1866. The returns for 1865 showed a serious increase in the 
number of commitments for this offence as compared with the returns for 1864 and 
1863. This increase was remarkable as it took place notwithstanding the passing of 
the “ Beer-houses (Ireland) Act, 1864,” Stat. 27 & 28 Vic.,.c. 35. The number, however, 
for 1866 has been reduced to a figure very little exceeding that for 1S64. 

The number of commitments to county gaols, inclusive of debtors, or commitments on Qa.,i s f« Com-.i 

civil process, was as follows : — 

1806. 1865. Decrease in 1866. Commitments. 

• Men and Boys, .... 17,596 19, 1*7 1,651 

Women and Girls, . . . UjW Wf 

Total, . . • 29,428 32,857 3,429 

The number of commitments to gaols in Ireland during 1866, classified according to 
sexes and the nature of convictions, with the proportion per cent, of each, as compared 
with the corresponding proportion per cent, in England and Wales in 1865, is shown 
in the following summary : — 













Proportio 


percent. 






Mod and 


Women 


Total of 


Mon an 


Boys. 


Women 


ad Girin. 










■S*' 


England 




and Wale?, 


For trial and tried at Assizes and Sessions, 


2,096 


703 


2,799 


119 


13-5 


5-9 


11-8 


On summary convictions, 


11,363 


9,973 


21,336 


64 6 


66-4 


84-3 


76-5 

2-4 


For want of sureties, .... 


624 


427 


1,051 








On remand and discharged, . 


2,610 


684 


3,294 


14-8 


7-4 


5-8 


8-0 


For debt and on civil process, 


576 


45 


621 


3-3 


8-6 


0-4 


1-3 


Military and Naval offences, . 


327 


- 


327 


1-9 




" 


" 


Total, .... 


17,596 


11,832 


29,428 


100- 


100- 


100- 


100- 



It appears from this summary that the proportion of persons convicted at Assizes ar.d 
Quarter Sessions, of debtors and of military and naval prisoners, is greater in England 
and Wales than in Ireland, whilst the proportion of those summarily convicted, and those 
unconvicted, is greater in Ireland than in England and Wales. 
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Pkboks. The number and proportion of previous commitments in 1866 is given m the following 

Gaols fbrCounties, summary with the English proportion in 1865, for comparison 















Proportion 


. per cent. 










w 




Men and Boys. | 


Women ai 


id Girls. 




Peevious Commitments. 


Boy.. 


and Girl.. 


both Senes. 


T £ 4 


England 

188 *. 




a^ValM, 


Twice, ' 

Thrice, 
Pour tin 
Five tim 
Seven tv 
Ton tim. 


mes and above five, . 
ss and above seven, . 
en times, ..... 


2,318 

1,011 

541 

351 

221 

294 

282 

564 


1,373 

817 

559 

423 

339 

469 

609 

3,121 


3,691 
1,828 
1,100 
774 1 
560 
763 
891 
3,685 


41-6 

181 

9-7 

6'3 

40 

6-3 

50 

10-1 


47-0 
18'9 ! 
10-6 
6-9 
41 
4-9 
3-5 
41 


17 -8 
10-6 

7- 2 
5-5 
4-4 
60 

8- 0 
40-5 


31'3 

15-3 

9-4 

6-9 

5- 4 

6- 9 

7- 1 
17'7 




Total, .... 


5.5S2 


7,710 


13,292 


100- 


100- 


100- 


100' 



The much larger number of men and boys than women and girls committed, verifies 
the well-known social law that women are in general less criminal than men, whilst the 
fact that recommitments of women are much more frequent than in the case of men is 
in strict accordance with another social law, that when women once enter into the paths 
of crime they become more criminal than men.* 



The following summary shows the ages and sexes of persons (except debtors and 
persons charged with military and naval offences) committed to the different county 
and county of city or of town gaols in 1S66. 

The proportion of each sex at the different ages in the prisons in England 'and Wales 
in 1865 is added for comparison. 













Proportiol 


per cent. 








Women 


Total of 


Mon an 


Boys. 


Women 


nd Girls. 


Ages. 


and Boys. 






Ireland, 


and Vales, 


■s 4 


JttSi. 

1865. 


Under 12 years, . 

12 years and under 16, 
16 years and under 21, 
21 years and under 30, 
30 years and under 40, 
40 years and under 50, 
50 years and under 60, 
Above 60 years, . 

Age not ascertained, 






102 

729 

3,303 

6,706 

2,994 

1,649 

815 

436 

59 


18 

164 

1,326 

5,954 

2,378 

1,061 

533 

294 

59 


120 

4,629 

12,660 

6,372 

2,610 

1,348 

730 

118 


0-6 

4- 4 
19-8 
40'1 
ISO 

9-2 

5- 0 
2 6 
0-3 


1-5 

7'4 

20-5 

32*2 

18-8 

11-3 

5-2 

2'8 

OS 


0-1 
. 1-4 
11'3 
50-5 
20-2 
9'0 
4'6 
2-5 
0'5 


0-5 

3-4 

17'9 

35T 

21'8 

13-6 

5'1 

2'4 

0'2 


Total, .... 


16,693 


11,787 


28,480 


100- 


100' 


100- 


100- 



It appears from this summaiy that the same general social law as to the ages o 
prisoners in county gaols prevails in Ireland as in England and Wales. Theie are 
however variations, especially as to the striking excess in Ireland in the number o 
prisoners of both sexes between 21 and 30 years of age, as compared with the number 
in the other classes— a circumstance which suggests an inquiry into the causes ot e 
difference. The figures in the above table show a total decrease as compared with 
the figures for last year in the number of those confined in prison of 3,171, there eing 
a decrease of 1,296 males and 1,875 females. 
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The following summary shows the birthplace of the persons (other than debtors, and 
persons charged with military and naval offences) committed to the different county and 
county of city or of town gaols in Ireland in 1866. 



The proportion of persons bom in the same countries in the county prisons in England 
and Wales in 1865 is given for comparison. 













Proportio 


per cent. 






Men 


Women 


Total of 


Men on 


Boys. 


Women 


ind Girls. 










18#5.’ 


and Wales, 


Ireland, 

1866. 


Jfti, 


Ireland, 

England and Wales, • . 

Scotland, 

Colonies and East Indies, 

Foreign Countries, .... 

Hot ascertained, 


16,149 

243 

19 

45 

169 


11,681 

66 

7 

7 

5 

21 


27,830 

309 

75 

26 

50 

190 


96-7 

1*5 

0-4 

01 

0-3 


12-3 
83-4 
1-8 
0 5 
1-5 
0-5 


99-1 

0-5 

01 

o-l 

0-2 


21-9 

73-9 

2-8 

0-5 

0-6 

0-3 


Total, .... 


16,693 


11,787 


28,480 


100- 


100- 


100- 


100- 



It appears from this summary that there were less than one per cent, of women and 
girls, and less than four per cent, of men and boys not of Irish birth in Irish gaols, whilst 
in England and Wales in 1865 there were 16 per cent, of men and boys and 26 per cent, 
of women and girls in English prisons not born in England and Wales, and of these 
strangers no less than 12 per cent, of the men and boys and 21 per cent, of the women 
and girls were of Irish birth. 

There is a very small number of persons of Scotch birth in the English prisons, but 
it is remarkable that the number of women and girls, 2 "8 per cent., is nearly double 1'8 
per cent, the number of men and boys, just as is the case of Irish emigrants. 

It is probable that in both cases this difference arises from the migration of women of 
bad character from the poorer to the wealthier parts of the kingdom. 



The following summary gives the degree of instruction of the same class of prisoners 
in gaols, as those already referred to, in Ireland in 1866, with the English proportion 
for 1865 for comparison : — 




The comparison in this table shows that there is a larger per-centage of prisoners in 
Ireland entirely destitute of instruction than in England and Wales, whilst of those who 
are educated there is a larger per-centage who can read and write well. 




Gaols for Counties, 

Birthplace of 
prisoners. 



Decree of instruc- 
tion of prisoners. 
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Itn. The following table shows a comparison between Ireland in 1866 and England and 

Gaols foTcounties, Wales in 1865, as regards the proportion per cent, of the prisoners in t e various 
do. occupations : — 




The excess of factory workers and mechanics in England and Wales indicated in this 
table arises from the greater number employed in manufactures there, and the different 
proportion of the different sexes of domestic servants arises from the tax on man 
servants in England, which does not exist in Ireland, and the consequent greater 
proportional employment of women servants there. 

Number of The following summary shows the number of prisoneis in the different gaols in Ireland 

prisoners. ; n 1866j compared with the corresponding number in England and Wales in 1865 : — 





Iam-rsn, 1066. 


England and Wales, 1865. 


Irish Prisoners 
in 1866 in 

wfldn ms. 


Irish Prisoners 
in 1866 less 
than those in 

XL 


Mon 

and Boys. 


JE 


Tola) of 
bolh Senes. 




Number in a 

sf •£? 


N umber in prison at the commence- 
ment of the year : — 
Criminals, . . . • 

Debtors and Civil Process, 

Total, . 

Committed during the year, _ 
Removed between local prisons 
during the year, 

Total, . 


1,801 

!)6 


755 

17 


2,556 

113 


17,628 

502 


4,639 

132 


- - 


2,083 

19 


1,897 

17,333 

197 


772 

11,832 

249 


2,669 

29,165 

446 


18,130 

137,421 

4,309 


4,771 

36,163 

1,134 


- 


2,102 

6,998 


19,427 


12,853 


32,280 


159,860 


42,068 




9,788 



[Table. 
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The following summary shows the disposal of prisoners in the different gaols in Ireland 
in 1866, compared with the corresponding numbers in England and Wales in 1865: — 




Prisons. 

Gaols for Counties, 
4c. 

Disposal of 
prisoners. 



The result of the comparison shown in the above tables between the numbers in the 
Irish county gaols as compared with those in the English gaols, both at the beginning 
and end of the year 1866 is very satisfactory, the number of Irish prisoners being at both 
periods very much less in proportion to the population than the number in England ; 
and yet the Irish prisoners appear to have been dealt with much more leniently than 
the English prisoners, 262 having been discharged on pardon or commutation of 
sentence, whilst only 38 were so discharged amongst an equal portion of the population 
in England and Wales, and 863 having been released on bail, as compared with 199 
under similar circumstances in England and Wales. 

The number sent to lunatic asylums in Ireland, (553,) greatly exceeds the pro- 
portionate number (36) for England and Wales ; but this arises from the state of the 
law, which still allows dangerous lunatics to be sent to gaols in Ireland, whilst they are 
sent direct to lunatic asylums in England and Wales, under Statute 1 & 2 Vic., c. 14, 
by which the power of sending dangerous lunatics to prisons in England was repealed 
in 1S38* 



The following summary shows the number of persons the different gaols in Ireland are Number of 
constructed to contain, the greatest number confined at one time, and the daily average f 10 ' 8 

number: — modatiog. 

Boys. and Girls. Total. 

Prisons constructed to contain 5,208 2,169 7,377 

Greatest number of prisoners confined at one time, . 2,792 1,107 3,899 

Daily average number of prisoners, in the year, . 1,857 835 2,692 

* By Stat. 30 and 31 Vic., c. 118, passed while this report was going through the press ; the law in Ireland 
is assimilated to the law in England, so that dangerous lunatics in Ireland will, for the future, be sent direct to 

E 
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Prisons. The following summary shows the punishments for prison offences in the different 

daole forCounties, gaols in Ireland in 1 866, with the corresponding numbers for English prisons in 1 865 




The contrast between the Irish and English prisons shown by those figures is 
remarkable. There were 9,055 punishments inflicted in English prisons amongst 
2,692 prisoners (the Irish daily average number), while there were only 1,966 punish- 
ments inflicted in Irish prisons among the same daily average number of prisoners. 

Discipline was maintained in Ireland in 1866 without whipping, with less resort to irons 
or handcuffs, with about one-half the use of solitary or dark cells, and the stoppage of 
diet in Ireland was rendered necessary only 392 times, as compared with 6,315 times in 
England and Wales. 

Number of officers The Mowing summary shows the number of officers in Irish county gaols, and the 
in gaols. number of officers of each class in the corresponding English prisons for comparison 



Rank op Officers. 




1866. ’ 


English 
for Irish 


was 






Men. 


Women. 


Total. 


Tom.. 


Prisons. 


English. 


Irish. 


Governor and Deputy-Governor, 

Local Inspectors, 

Chaplains, - 

Surgeons, . 

Clerks, Schoolmasters, Schoolmistresses, 
Upper Warders, Matrons, 

Under Warders, 

Other subordinate officers, 


58 

38 

92 

49 

48 

60 

225 

29 


9 

58 

48 

34 


58 

38 

92 

49 

67 

1181 

2731 

63 


174 

143 

140 

179 

1,415 

372 


47 

38 

49 

383 

100 


11 

38 

53 

11 

8 


37 


Total, 


599 


149 


748 


2,423 


666 


92 





The chief points to be noticed in the Irish as compared with the English gaols in 
respect of officers is the greater staff of officers in Ireland, especially of officers of a 
superior class, the number of Chaplains in Ireland being 92 where there were only 39 
in England, and the Local Inspectors being entirely wanting in England. 

These figures are very important in connexion with the circumstance that discipline is 
maintained in Irish gaols with very much fewer cases of punishment for prison offences 
than in England. 

The following summary shows the expenses in detail, the total costs of gaols and of 
officers and prisoners, and the average charge per prisoner in Ireland in 1866 with the 
corresponding figures for England and Wales in 1865 : — 
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1. Buildings and Establishment Charges: — 
Extraordinary Expenses: — 

Repayment of Money Borrowed, Interest, 



New Buildings, Additions, and Alterations, 
Total, .... 

Ordinary Annual Charges : — 

Ordinary Repairs, 

Rent, Rates, Taxes, .... 

Fuel and Light, 

Furniture, Bedding, &c., .... 
Printing, Stationery, Books, . 

Removal of Prisoners, .... 

Other Establishment Charges, . 

Total 

. Officers : — 

Salaries and Fees, 

Clothing and Allowances, ... 

Pensions, 

Total, .... 

I. Prisoners : — 

Diet, 

Sick Allowances, Medicines, . 

Clothing, Washing, Cooking, . 

Earnings or other Payment on Discharge, 

Total, .... 



5,194 17 54 
517 13 " 1 
5,827 13 
2,149 0 



38.105 5 9 
5,753 3 2 
3,315 12 1 



12,896 15 
2,129 10 Gj 
2,717 15 6 , 
162 16 44 



84,595 9 2 



70,036 11 10 



19,930 6 
2,847 1 
32,770 9 1 
8,372 4 
6,858 9 
5,894 2 
27,043 7 



177,995 1 2 
10,001 0 11 
9,302 11 3 



97,731 14 3 
4,650 12 5 
32,989 6 S 
2,474 13 10 



137,846 7 2 






PaisdNS. 

Gaols for Counties, 



d. Cost of Prisoners. 



The following summary shows the funds charged with the costs of county gaols in 
Ireland and in England : — 







England and Wales, 
186.5. 


Average per 
Ireland.’ 


Average per 
England aud 


Prison Receipts : — 

Profits of Prisoners’ Labour, 

Vagrants’ Money applied to Maintenance, 
Other small Contingent Receipts, 

Local Rates and Funds : — 

Of Counties, 

Of Cities or Boroughs, 

Of other Counties for Prisoners under Contract, j 
Of other Cities or Boroughs, . . . 

Public Revenues:— 

Proportion of the Charge for Convicted Pri- 
soners, 

Removal of Convicts, 

Customs — for Revenue Prisoners, 

Army and Navy — for Military and Naval 
Prisoners, 

Total, .... 

Grand Total, 


£ a d. 
2,387 0 10J 
0 17 11' 
256 8 6 


£ s. d. 
33,795 4 8 
69 17 3 
10,992 2 5 


£ t. d. 
0 17 8} 

0 1 10} 


£ s. d. 
1 17 24 
0 0 0| 
0 12 1 


2,644 7 3J 

56,874 4 
19,508 19 o; 
132 15 9 


44,857 4 4 

289,512 7 5 
92,267 14 2 
4,571 3 7 
17,283 11 7 


0 19 7i 

21 2 6A 
7 4 m 
0 0 ll| 


2 9 4 

15 18 94 
5 1 7i 
0 5 04 
0 19 1 


76,615 19 5 

7,016 3 10 
5 16 0 
141 8 10 

665 8 4 


403,634 16 9 

102,908 11 8 
3,598 8 11 
212 13 2 

3,545 19 5 


28 8 5} 
2 12 14 

o o o|! 
0 1 oj 

0 4 11 


22 4 6 

5 13 34 
0 3 Hi 
0 0 2} 

0 3 10} 


7,828 17 0 


110,265 13 2 


2 18 If 


6 1 5 


86,989 3 81 


558,757 1 4 3 


32 6 3 


30 15 3 



It appears from these summaries that the cost of the mere official staff of officers in 
Irish prisons already noticed is £6 13s. Id. per head above the cost in England and 
Wales, and the total cost of each prisoner in Ireland is £33 12s. 8 d., as compared 
with £30 15s. 3d. the total cost per head in England. 

E 2 
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Pbisoxs. 
Convict Prisons. 

Number of 
convicts, and their 
disposal. 



State of Convict 



The following summary shows the result of a comparison of the returns from the 




It appears from this summary that there was a diminution of 7 in the number of 
convicts received during the year, from 312 in 1865 to 305 in 1866, being at the rate of 
2 per cent., indicating a diminution to that extent in the more serious offences for which 
severe punishments were inflicted during the year. 

There was a decrease in the number let out on tiekets-of-leave from 310 in 1865 to 
308 in 1866. The number of tickets-of-leave granted in England amongst an equal 
number of convicts disposed of in 1865 was 326. _ 

There was an increase in the number of those discharged on the termination of t eir 
sentence, from 96 in 1865 to 108 in 1866, but this number is higher than the- number 
(26) discharged on the termination of their sentence in England amongst an equal 
number of convicts disposed of in 1865. . 

The state of the different convict establishments during the year 1866 is shown in the 
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The returns show the total number of persons employed in all the prisons on the 
establishment as follows : — 



Governors, Deputy-Governors, and Superintendents, . 
Chaplains, and Assistant-Chaplains, .... 
Lecturer, Schoolmasters, and Schoolmistresses, . 
Medical Officers and Apothecaries, ... 

Clerks, 

Subordinate Officers, 

Labourers, 

Oivil Guards, 



Total Establishment, . 



Men. 

3 

18 

8 

7 



12 

7 

7 

228 



45 276 



The actual expense of the different prisons, and the annual cost per prisoner under 
distinct heads, are given in the following tables : — 





The Inspector of Reformatory Schools has made returns in forms somewhat similar 
to those in the English Judicial Statistics. 

There are 4 reformatory schools for boys, and 5 for girls in Ireland. Three are for 
Protestants, of which 2 are for boys and 1 for girls ; six are for Roman Catholics, of which 
2 are for boys and 4 for gii'ls. The total number committed in 1 866 was 163. Of these, 
136 were boys and 27 girls ; 142 were Roman Catholics, and 21 were Protestants. 



Pbisoss. 
Convict Prisons. 
Establishment. 



Cost of Convict 
Prisons. 



Annual cost per 
prisoner. 



Reformatory 

Schools. 
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Reformatory 

Schools. 



Terms of detention 
in reformatories. 



The terms of detention of the offenders committed in 1866 were as follow : 



Previous imprisonment — 

14 days, 104 

1 month and above 14 days, . . 48 

2 months and above 1 month, . . 9 

4 months and above 2 months, . • 2 

Above 4 months, . 



.Subsequent detention in reformatories — 
2 years, 

4 years, 

5 years, . 



163 



17 

17 

128 

163 



Position as regards 
parental control of 
hoys and girls in 
reformatories. 



The number co mmi tted on indictment before Judges of the Superior Courts, the 
Recorder of Dublin, and the Chairmen of Quarter Sessions, was 24, or 15 per cent, of 
the entire number; and 139, or 85 per cent., were committed on summary convictions 
before Justices. These numbers show an increase upon the numbers in 1865 of 18 boys, 
and a decrease of 15 girls, giving a total increase of 3. 

As 20 per cent, were committed on indictments in 1865, it appears that a smaller 
proportion has been committed from the higher tribunals in 1866. In England and 
Wales in 1865, 22 per cent, were committed on indictment. 

The position of those committed to reformatories in Ireland, as regards parental control, 
is shown by the following table : — 

One only. 

Parents dead, ^7 

Deserted by parents, ...... 13 

Parents in prison, . . . . • • • - 

Otherwise uncontrolled by parents, . . • - 1 1 




Total not under parental control, . 

Under parental control, 

Total, ..'••• 



81 59 140 

11 12 23 

92 71 163 



Ages and state of 
instruction of boys 
and girls in refor- 
matories. 



It appears from this table that of the entire number (163) of boys and girls in 
reformatory schools, only 12, or 7 per cent., were under the control of both parents, and 
only 23, or 14 per cent., under the control of one or both parents, showing that reforma- 
tories are really supplying to their inmates the want of parental control and support 
which may be taken as the chief cause of the crimes of those committed to reformatories. 

This want of parental control and support is further shown in the state of instruction 
as indicated in the following table : — 



“■SKSKSSSS.*” 


Aged 10 


AgedU, 
above 10. 


.t"V 


Aged 13, 
above 12. 


Aged 14, 


abov° d 14. 


Underlie, 


Total. 




12 


8 


15 


17 


10 


5 


8 1 


75 


Read or read and write imperfectly, 
Read and write well, 


4 




1 : 


3 

1 


3 

1 


4 

2 


S 


16 

7 


Instruction not ascertained, . 


- 


- 


” 












Total, . 


16 


13 


28 


38 


30 


16 


22 


163 



It appears from this summary that of the entire number, (163,) only 15, or 9 per cent., 
could read and write well, and only 7, or 4 per cent., had received superior instruction, 
thus leaving 87 per cent, with a neglected education ; it also appears that 75 of the 
entire number, or 46 per cent., were entirely ignorant, being unable to read or write. 

In Ireland there are no certified Industrial Schools, the Consolidated Statute for 
maintaining these schools in England and Scotland (29 & 30 Vic., c. 118) not having 
been extended to this country. .,01 1 

It appears from the Police returns that the class for whose benefit Industrial Schools 
are intended is proportionally more numerous in Ireland than in England and Wales, the 
3,227 vagrants and tramps in Ireland under 16 years of age being 1,533 in excess 0 
1,694 the number to be found in an equal population in England and Wales in 1865. 
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In previous reports I had occasion to notice the strange anomaly, that the power Priboks. 

of sending lunatics to gaols was conferred on Justices in Ireland in 1838, the verv „ . . TT • 

. , , _ J (Jnminal Lunatics 

year m which this power was taken away by statute m England. 

A bill has been introduced by your Lordship, with every prospect of passing, 11 to put 
an end to this anomaly, and the power of committing lunatics to gaols will at the end 
of the present year be taken away. 

The opening of new Asylums at Castlebar and Letterkenny, during the year 1866, led 
to a reduction in the number of lunatics in gaols in those counties from 45 in Mayo and 
42 in Donegal on 31st December, 1865, to none in either county on 31st December, 1866. 

There was also a diminution in other counties, making, in the aggregate, a reduction 
from 482 lunatics under detention in gaols on 31st December, 1865, to 332 on 31st 
December, 1866. 

These numbers do not, however, give a full idea of the importance of the change. 

In Mayo and Donegal, before the erection of the Asylums put an end to the continuous 
confinement of lunatics in gaols, there were 17 lunatics who had been between one 
and two years in gaol, 9 between two and three years, 14 between three and five years, 
and 4 between five and ten years. 

In all Ireland there were, of those under detention at any time during 1866, 63 lunatics 
who had been between one and two yearn in gaol, 66 between three and five years, 47 
between five and ten years, and 5 between ten and fifteen years. 

The effect the new bill is likely to have is indicated by other figures. Of the entire 
number (1,235) of lunatics at any time under detention in gaols, in 1S66, only 63 became 
insane in gaol or were found insane at Assizes or Quarter Sessions, whilst 1,149 were 
committed by Justices under the provisions of Stat. 1 & 2 Vic., c. 27, and 8 & 9 Vic., 
c. 107, which it is now proposed to repeal. 

The improved forms of return have led to more complete and accurate statistics as to 
criminal lunatics in Ireland in 1866, than in preceding years. 



The number of criminal lunatics in gaols and asylums, and the number discharged 
and under detention, are shown by the following summary : — 



and Wontenand I 



Remaining under detention, 



If the number of criminal lunatics in custody be compared with those in an equal 
population in England and Wales in 1865, we get the following result : — 



n,UiA those in England and Wales. 


Ieelaxd, 18C6. 


| England and Wales, 1865. 


Irish Criminal 
1 custody kT 1*866 

| rion’hf/ngtt' 

1865. 


■assr 

CSM? 

and'WSin 


Total. 


Number in a 
portion of the 
Population 
of Endued and 
Wales 

equal to that of 


Remaining under detention at end of year, 


2,223 


1,032 


271 


1,952 





* The bill passed while this report was going through the press (Stat. 30 & 31 Vie., c. 118). It provides that 
dangerous lunatics are to be sent to Asylums, and that they may be given up to their relatives on proper 
security. The Act also provides that the persons so committed may be discharged on recovery on certificate 
of the Medical Officer of Asylums like other lunatic poor without -warrant of Lord Lieutenant. 

t There being no return from Armagh in making up this estimate, I have added the numbers returned for 
Armagh in 1866 to those for other Asylums in 1866. 
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Prisons. 

Criminal Lunatics. 



It appears from this comparison that in 18C6 there were upwards of seven times as 
many lunatics under detention as criminals in Ireland, in proportion to population, as 
in England and Wales in 1865. 

The cause of this difference forms an important subject of inquiry, whether it arises 
from the larger proportion of police in Ireland, or from the smaller number of private 
asylums, and smaller number of dangerous lunatics supported by their friends as mere 
lunatics, from the smaller number of idiots and lunatics supported in families assisted by 
outdoor relief, or from the apparently greater prevalence of drunkenness indicated by the 
police statistics, or from any other difference in the circumstance of the two countries. 

The returns as to the offences with which the criminal lunatics under detention were 
charged are complete with regard to those under detention in gaols, and with regard 
to 2,239 of the number (2,341) detained in Asylums. 



Cusses op Offences with which Criminal Lunatics in Iiieund, 

IN 1866, WCHS CHAUIIED, COMPARED WITH THOSE UNDER 
DETENTION IN KNOLAND AND WAEES IN 1865. 


In Ornolmn 


and $ftlea in 

1865. 


Ireland. 




Murder, attempts to murder, and Manslaugliter, . 

Rape, unnatural offences, and indecent exposure, 
Treasonable and seditious offences, .... 
Burglary, thefts mid frauds, and forgery. 

Riot and assault, . . 

Other offences, ........ 

Want of sureties, 

Total, . 


10 

4 

18 

28 

7 

2 

IS 

1,149 


354 

63 

15 

439 

01 

84 

123 

51 

80 

1 


17 

4 

115 

24 

22 

32 

13 

23 


79 

7 

72 

14 

76 

8 
74 
47 

1,862 


1,235 


1,306 


343 


2,239 

102 


2,341 



I have not in this table added those in gaols in Ireland to those in asylums, for as 560 
lunatics were removed from gaols to asylums during the year, that number appears in both 
returns, and the returns do not distinguish the offences with which they were charged. 

It appears from this table that the chief difference in the character of the offences 
with which criminal lunatics were charged in Ireland and in England and Wales is that 
in Ireland an extraordinary number were committed as simply dangerous persons at 
large (1,149 in gaols, and 1,862 of those who had been committed to gaols and after- 

wards sent on to asylums), whilst there was only i committed of the same character in 
England and Wales in 1865. 

The judgments or orders under which criminal lunatics were detained in Ireland in 
1866 are contrasted with the corresponding statistics for England and Wales in 1865 m 
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The principal new feature shown by this table is the extraordinary proportion of 
criminal lunatics in England and Wales that became insane while undergoing sentences 
of imprisonment as compared with the corresponding number in Ireland. These figures 
suggest matter for inquiry as to how far this difference may arise from the different 
systems of prison discipline in the two countries. 

The following is a Summary of some of the principal conclusions in this Report Summary or 
on the Irish Criminal Statistics for 1S66. Conclusions a 

1. The year 1866 presents a smaller number of persons for trial at Assizes, the Dublin ' 

Commission Court, and at Quarter Sessions, than any year of the last ten. The number 

has been reduced from 7,210 in 1857, to 4,326 in 1866, which shows a diminution of 
2,8 S4 cases or of 40 per cent. Allowing for reduction of population, the diminution of 
serious crime in Ireland in ten years is from 122 to 77 in each 100,000 of the population, 
or 37 per cent. 

2. The chief unfavourable feature in the statistics of those for trial in 1866 as com- 
pared with preceding years, is the increase in treasonable-felony. There were no cases 
of treasonable-felony in 1863 ; there were 11 cases in 1864 ; 41 in 1865,and52 in 1866. 

The continuous progress in the number of cases of this grave offence is in strong con- 
trast to the general and progressive diminution of other crimes in the same years. 

3. In connexion with the efforts to extend manufactures in Ireland the statistics 
afford satisfactory results. There was not a single person for trial for destroying 
machines or goods in process of manufacture in 1866. The number, however, for trial 
for riot and for feloniously demolishing buildings, machinery, &c., has increased from 1 
in 1865 to 6 in 1866, and there were three persons tried during the year for offences 
connected with conspiracies or combinations to raise the rate of wages. These sta- 
tistics are on the whole highly creditable to the tradesmen and labouring classes 
engaged in manufactures. 

4. Two persons were executed in 1866, which is about the same number which 8 
executions in England and Wales in 1865 would give for a portion of the population 
equal to that of Ireland. 

5. The verdicts of wilful murder brought in by Coroners’ juries in Ireland were 64, 
being 42 less than 106, the number which the 402 verdicts for murder in England and 
Wales in 1865 would give for a population equal to that of Ireland. 

6. In the verdicts of Coroners’ juries infanticide or murder of children under 1 year 
is distinguished from murders of persons above 1 year ; and it appears that both infan- 
ticides and other murders were more numerous in England and Wales than in Ireland. 

Thus the number which the 175 verdicts of infanticide in England and Wales in 1865 
would give for a population equal to that of Ireland is 46, while the number of verdicts 
of infanticide in Ireland was only 40 ; and while the 227 other verdicts of murder in 
England and Wales would give 60 for Ireland, there were only 24 returned. 

7. Infanticides as compared with other murders are excessive in both countries; 
as there are 2 - 4 children under 1 year of age in Ireland in every 100 of the 
population, it follows that the 40 infanticides are 67 times the number of murders which 
occurred in Ireland in 1866, amongst the same number of persons at other age-periods. 

8. The 46 infanticides in England and Wales, in a portion of the population equal to 
that of Ireland, was 25 times the number of murders in England and Wales in 1865 
amongst the same number of persons at other age-periods. 

9. The statistics of infanticide indicated by the verdicts of Coroners’ juries in both 
countries are very startling, and resting as they do upon the sworn verdicts of a number 
of independent juries, before different Coroners, in all parts of both countries, the statistics 
are free from any prejudice which might lead to a wrong estimate or statement as to the 
excess of infanticide which is to be deduced from them. 

F 
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10. The entire number of indictable offences (not disposed of summarily) in Ireland 
in 1866 was only 9,082, being 4,668, or 34 per cent, less than the number (13,750) in 
a corresponding portion of the population of England and Wales in 1865. 

11. The characteristics of Irish crime, indicated by the summary of indictable offences 
returned by the Police, and not disposed of summarily, correspond with those observed 
last year, the most unfavourable features being treasonable and seditious offences, mali- 
cious offences against property, riots, assaults inflicting bodily harm, and other assaults. 

12. Of offences against property there is a much smaller number than in a correspond- 
ing portion of the population in England and Wales. In the offences of attempts to 
murder, shooting at, wounding, stabbing, &c,to do bodily harm, and manslaughter, the 
Irish statistics are more favourable than the English, and also in the statistics of unna- 
tural offences, rape and immoral offences, perjury, and attempts to commit suicide. 

13 In the minor cases of indictable offences (determined summarily) there are the 
same’ characteristics as those exhibited by the tables of graver cases (not determined 
summarily); the number of such offences is 21,859, being 2,784 or 11 per cent, less than 
the number (24,643) in a portion of the population in England and Wales in 1865 equal 
to that of Ireland ; there is also less of theft, and of crimes indicating a low moral tone, 
such as aggravated assaults on women and children, than in England and Wales. On 
the other hand, there is a greater prevalence of malicious offences in Ireland. 

14. There appears to be a greater excess of the less serious offences reported by the 
police aud disposed of summarily, the number in Ireland being 214,976, as compared 
with 96,123, in an equal portion of the population of England and Wales. The excess 
of 110 348 (after deducting S.505 for offences unclassed) is more than accounted for by 
the excess of offences under the four following heads : Drunkenness, in which the excess 
was 54,481 ; offences against Acts of Parliament, such as Ways Acts, Pawnbrokers 
Act, Revenue Laws, tea., 48,828 ; offences against Vagrant Acts, 2,391 ; common 

assaults, 10,340; which make a total of 116,040 

!5 That the excess of minor offences reported by the police most probably arise 
from the police being twice as numerous in proportion to the population as they are 
in England and Wales, is shown by the statistics as to prostitutes. Thus while it appears 
from the Police Tables that the number of prostitutes known to the police in Ireland 
in 1866 was 3,157 as compared with 7,249, in an equal portion of the population in 
England and Wales in 1865, there were 4,242 charges against prostitutes under the 
Vagrant Acts in Ireland in 1866 as compared with 1,851 in an equal portion of the 
population in England and Wales in 1S65. , 

16. The comparison of the criminal classes in Ireland with those in England and 
Wales exhibits the very satisfactory result, that notwithstanding the large number of 
Police in Ireland, the number of criminal classes, other than vagrants and tramps, 
known to the Police in 1866 was only 10,118, being less than one-half the number 



(21,826) in an equal portion of the population of England and Wales in 1865. 

17. In consequence of the difference in the Poor Laws and in the laws as to Industrial 
Schools in both countries, the vagrants and tramps are distinguished in the Tables 
from the other criminal classes, but the returns for 1866 exhibit a decrease as compare 
with the statistics for 1865 as well in the' number of this class as in the number o 
the other criminal classes. The general decrease in the number of juvenile delinquents 
is very satisfactory, especially the decrease in the number of vagrants and tramps wmen 
had been increasing for several years. . , 

18 The excess of vagrants and tramps of all ages in Ireland (amounting to 3,7 i*b 
as compared with the number in an equal portion of the population of England an 
Wales, is very small when the difference between the proportion of the- poor in receip 
of Poor Law Relief in Ireland and in England and Wales is taken into consideration. 
The average daily number in receipt of relief in Ireland in 1866-67 was 50,24 
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workhouses, and 12,205 outdoor, or 62,446 in all, bei-ng 18S.053 less than the number Schmart or 
(250,499), in receipt of relief in 1865, in a portion of the population of England and C ° ”n™ °* 8 m 
Wales equal to that of Ireland. ' 

19. The Dublin Metropolitan Police are in the proportion of 1 to 302 of the popula- 
tion, while in the London district the force is in the proportion of 1 to 457 of the 
population. In the rest of Ireland the Police are 1 to every 450 of the population, and 
in the rest of England and Wales 1 to 902 of the population. 

20. In the Statistics of J urors’ Sessions the different districts present great diversity 
in the number of qualified Jurors in proportion to population, from 1 in 56 of the popu- 
lation in Carlow to 1 in 250 of the population in Boscommon. This arises in part 
from the greater or less extent to which the leasehold tenure, upon which the qualifica- 
tion mainly depends, has been replaced in different districts by a yearly tenancy, which 
is not except in towns a qualification for a Juror. 

21. The diversity in the number of Jurors arises in part from the extent to which 
the statutable provisions as to the qualifications are disregarded. It appears that in 
27- districts out of 73 from which returns have been received, 2,909' persons were 
returned as Jurors with other than the statutable qualifications, being 7 per cent, of the 
entire number (41,251) of Jurors returned. 

22. The number of criminal lunatics in Ireland under detention at the end of the 
year 1866 was 2,223, being 1,952 in excess of the number (271) under detention at the 
end of 1865, in a portion of the population of England and Wales equal to that of Ireland. 

23. In the commitments to bridewells there is a decrease in the number of com- 
mitments for drunkenness, the numbers being 8,109 in 1863; 9,513 in 1864 ; 10,650 
in 1865 ; and 9,782 in 1866. 

24. In the number of commitments to county gaols there is a reduction of 3,429 from 
32,857 in 1865 to 29,428 in 1866. 

25. From the statistics of the birthplace of prisoners it appears there were less than 
1 per cent, of the women and girls, and less than 4 per cent, of the men and boys not 
of Irish birth in Irish gaols, while in England and Wales there were 16 per cent, 
of the men and boys, and 26 per cent, of the women and girls in English prisons not 
bom in England and Wales, and of these strangers no less than 12 per cent, of the 
men and boys and 21 per cent, of the women and girls were of Irish birth. 

26. With regard to the education of the prisoners it appeal's that 36'7 per cent, of men 
and boys and 51 '2 per cent, of the women and girls in Irish gaols could neither read nor 
write, being larger per-centages entirely destitute of instruction than the English per- 
centages of 34'9 per cent, of men and boys and 37'6 per cent, of women and girls. On 
the other hand, 36'5 per cent, of men and boys and 17 per cent, of women and girls in 
Irish gaols could read and write well. This is a marked contrast to the 3'7 per cent, of 
men and boys and 1 9 per cent, of women and girls in the English gaols returned as 
able to read and write well. 

27. The statistics of the Irish gaols exhibit the very satisfactory result of the 
prisoners therein, both at the beginning and end of the year 1866, being not quite half 
the number in proportion to population in the English county prisons. The Irish 
prisoners appear, however, to have been dealt with much more leniently than the English 
prisoners, 262 having been discharged on pardon or commutation of sentence, while 
only 38 were so discharged amongst an equal portion of the population in England and 
Wales, and 863 having been released on bail as compared with 199 under similar 
circumstances in England and Wales. 

28. With respect to punishments for prison offences the contrast between the 
Irish and English prisons is remarkable. There were 9,055 pu nishm ents inflicted in 
English prisons amongst 2,692 prisoners (the Irish daily average number), while there 
were only 1,966 punishments inflicted in Irish prisons amongst the same daily average 
number of prisoners. 

F 2 
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Smimabj or 29. Discipline was maintained in the Irish gaols without whipping, with less 
0o "‘ IK resort to irons or handcuffs, with about one-half the use of solitary or dark cells, and 
the stoppage of diet in Ireland was rendered necessary only 392 times as compared 
with 6,315°times in England and Wales amongst an equal daily average number of 
2,692 prisoners. 

30. In connexion with the maintenance of discipline in Irish gaols the greater 
proportion of officers, especially officers of a superior class, is to be observed the number 
of Chaplains in Ireland being 92, while there were only .39 in England, and the Local 
Inspectors being entirely wanting in England. 

31. In convict prisons there was a diminution in the number of convicts received 
during the year from 312 in 1865, to 305 in 1866, being at the rate of 2 per cent., 
indicating a diminution to that extent in the more serious offences for which severe 
punishments were inflicted in 1866. 

32. There was an increase of 3 in the numbers sent to reformatory schools in Ireland 
in 1866 as compared with the numbers in 1865. 

33. Of the entire number of 163 boys and girls in reformatory schools only 12, or 
7 per cent., were under the control of both parents, and only 23, or 14 per cent., 
under the control of one or both parents, showing that reformatories are really supplying 
to their inmates the want of parental control and support, which may be taken as the 
chief cause of the crime of those committed to reformatories. 

W. NEILSON HANCOCK. 
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Police Tables, showing Establishments and Costs, Number of Criminal Classes known to 
the Police, Number of Crimes Committed and Persons Apprehended, Number of 
Persons proceeded against Summarily, and Character of Persons proceeded against 
in each Police District ; compiled from Returns furnished at the request of His 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, by the Constabulary of Ireland and the 
Dublin Metropolitan Police, and by the Town Clerks of Cities and Towns. 

ALSO, 

Returns from Coroners as to Inquests, furnished at the request of His Excellency the 
Lord Lieutenant. 
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Police Table 1. Establishments (1.) — Constabulary of Ireland : 

Part I. Central Establishment, with Cost of Establishment, and Proportion paid by 
Her Majesty’s Treasury, 

„ II. Establishment in Counties and Counties of Cities or of Towns, with Cost of 
Establishment, Proportion paid by Counties, and Proportion paid by Her 
Majesty’s Treasury, 

„ HI. Effective Strength of the Force in Counties and Counties of Cities or of 
Towns, with Population of Counties, &o., • 

„ IV. Amount charged to Counties, &c., for extra Force, 

„ V. A Statement of the Cost of the Irish Constabulary Force, and Average 
Cost per Man, ...••••• 
„ 2. Establishments (2.) — Dublin Metropolitan Police : 

Part I. Office of Commissioners of Police, with Cost of Establishment, and Propor- 
tion paid by Her Majesty's Treasury, . 

„ n. Establishment in Divisions, with Cost of Establishment, and Proportion 
paid by- Her Majesty’s Treasury, . 

„ m. Dublin Police Courts, with Cost of Establishment, and Proportion paid by 
Her Majesty’s Treasury, ...••• 

„ IV. A Statement of the Cost of the Metropolitan Polioe Force, and Average 
Cost per Man, 

„ 3. Establishments (3.) — Local Force of Town Constables, Watchmen, (he., of Towns under 

Town Councils and Town Commissioners, with Population and Costs, and source of 
Payment, .....••••■ 

„ 4. Criminal Classes Number of known Depredators, Offenders, and Suspected Persons at 

large in eaoh Police District, and of the Houses they frequent, 

5. Indictablo Offences. — Number of Crimes committed in eaoh Police District (so far as 
known to the Police), Number of Persons apprehended, and the disposal of the 
charges against them, ....■••• 

„ 6. Indictable Offences. — Nature of the Crimes committed in each Police District (so far as 

known to the Police), ....•••• 

7. Indictable Offences— Total and Nature of the Crimes committed (so far as known to 

the Police), the Number of Persons apprehended, and the Manner in which they 
were disposed of, . 

8. Offences determined Summarily. — Result of the Proceedings in each Police District 

against the Persons whose Cases were determined Summarily by the Justices, 

9. Offences determined Summarily. — Number of Persons proceeded against before Justices 

in each Police District, specifying the Offences, • 

10. Offences determined Summarily. — Total and Nature of the Offences for which Persons 

were proceeded against Summarily before Justices, and the Result of the Proceedings, 

, 11. Character of Criminals Glass of Persons proceeded against in eaoh Police District on 

Indictment and Summarily, 



Coroners’ Inquests. 

Number of Inquests, with Ages of Deceased, Finding of the . J ury, and Costs, 

* For Appeals from Magistrates’ decisions, vide Table of Criminal Proceedings, page 107. 
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POLICE TABLE 4. — CRIMINAL CLASSES — .RETURN of the NUMBER of known Depredators, Offenders, and Suspected Persons at Large, within the Jorisdiction of 
each Police District in Ireland, in the month of September, 1866, and of the HOUSES THEY FREQUENT— confirmed. 
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Committed in each Comm.-, and Cobkty of City or of Tows, so far as known to the Police, in the Year ended 31st December, 1866. 
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POLICE TABLE 8 — RETURN OF PERSONS PROCEEDED AGAINST FOR OFFENCES DETERMINED SUMMARILY. Rbsdlt of the Pboceedikcs, 
Distiuct, ngniost the Pebsoks whose CiSEs-were Detect™ Summabily by the J ost.ces, in the Year ended 3lst December, 1866. 
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POLICE TABLE 8. — RETURN OF PERSONS PROCEEDED AGAINST FOR OFFENCES DETERMINED SUMMARILY. Result of the Proceedings, in each Poo 
District, against the Persons whoso Cases were Determined Summarily by the Justices, in the Year ended 31st December, 1866— contfimed. 
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POLICE TABLE 8.— RETURN OF PERSONS PROCEEDED AGAINST FOR OFFENCES DETERMINED SUMMARILV. Result of Uie Proceedikcs, in each Police 
District, against the Psrsoss whose Cases were Drtermixed Sdunuult by the Justices, in the Tear ended 3lst December, 1866— amchulcj. 
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proceeded against before Jdsticbs, in each County, and County of City or of Town, specifying the Offences, in the Year ended 31st December, 1866. 
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POLICE TABLE 11. -RETURN OP CLASS OF PERSONS PROCEEDED AGAINST inoncli Police District, on 
31st December, 1366 — continued. 
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POLICE TABLE 11. -RETURN OF CLASS OF PERSONS PROCEEDED AGAINST in each Police District, on Indictment, and SctfMAniLY, in the Tear ended the 
31st December, 1866 — concluded. 
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CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS— IRELAND. 



Account showing Costs of Criminal Proceedings for Year ending 1st of October, 1866, 
viz. : — The Sums paid by Her Majesty's Treasury for Criminal Prosecutions at 
Assizes, the Dublin Commission Court, and Quarter Sessions, and for Proceedings 
at Petty Sessions, Inquests, and Police Courts, with Number of Prosecutions and 
Amount of Costs under each Head. 



ALSO, 

Number of Persons for Trial at Assizes, the Dublin Commission Court, and Quarter 
Sessions in the Year 1864, the Offences with which they were charged, and the 
Result of the Proceedings, showing the Acquitted and Discharged, and the Sentences 
of those Convicted ; returned by the Clerks of the Crown and Peace, pursuant to 
7 Geo. IV., c. 74, s. 67, and compared with the Records of the Gaols. 

.ALSO, 

Proceedings at Quarter Sessions, viz., Number of Appeals from Magistrates, Applica- 
tions for Spirit Licences, and Bills of Indictment disposed of. 

ALSO, 

Proceedings before the Court for the Consideration of Crown Cases reserved. 

ALSO, 

Proceedings at Jurors’ Sessions, from returns by Clerks of the Peace. 
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Page 

Costs op Criminal Prooeedihos. 

Account of Sums paid by Her Majesty’s Treasury, with Number of Prosecutions, and Costs under Class 

of Courts, 85 

At Assizes, the Dublin Commission Court, and Quarter Sessions. 

Table 1. Persons for Trial, with the Result of the Proceedings, ..... 80 

„ 2. Age, Sox, and Degree of Instruction of Porsons for Trial, ..... 88 

„ 3. Number of Persons for Trial in each County, with tho Ecsult of the Proceedings, . . 90 

„ ,4. Age, Sex, and Degree of Instruction of Persons for Trial in each County, ... 91 

„ 5. Numbor and Sexes of Persons for Trial for tho various Offences in each County, . . 92 

„ 6. Comparative Number of Persons Convicted and Not Convicted in oaoh of tho last Ton Tears, 

with the Offences with which they we ro Convicted or stood charged, . . . 100 

„ 7. Number of Persons for Trial, and the Number Convicted and not Convicted in each County 

in each of the last Ten Years, ........ 104 

„ 8. Comparative Table showing tho Sox of tho Persons for Trial in each of the last Ten Years, and 

Number in each County, respectively, ....... 106 

Quarter Sessions. 

Appeals from Magistrates, Applications for Spirit Licences, and Bills of Indictment disposed of, . 107 

Court for the Oonseoeration op Crown Cases Reserved. 

Return showing Cases reserved. Court bofore which Cases stood for Trial, with Offences charged, and 
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Jurors’ Sessions. 
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* Including Appeals from Magistrates, and Applications for Spirit Licences at Quarter Sessions. 
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COSTS OF CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS— ACCOUNT for the Tear ended let of October. 1866, of the Sums paid by He* Majesty's Teeabort for CatmKAL Prosecutions 
at Assizes, the Dublin Commission Court, and Qoarter Sessions, and for Proceedings at Pettit Sessions, Inquests, and Police Courts, with the Number of 
PaosEcirrioNS, and Amount of Costs under each Head, from Returns made by Crown Solicitors and by County and Cm Treasurers. 
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CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS AT ASSIZES. COMMISSION, AND QUARTER SESSIONS— TABLE 8— COMPARATIVE TABLE showing for each COUNTY, &c„ the 
NUMBER of MEN and BOYS and the NUMBER of WOMEN and GIRLS for TRIAL in each of the last Ton Years (1866-1857), 
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QUARTER SESSIONS COURTS.— TABLE showing NUMBER of APPEALS from MAGISTRATES, APPLICATIONS for SPIRIT LICENCES, and BILLS of INDICTMENT, 
Disposed of in the Year 1866, ftom Retains mode by Clerks of the Peace. 




COURT FOR THE CONSIDERATION OF CROAVN CASES RESERVED. 



RETURN showing CASES reserved for the Consideration of the Court in the Year 1866, the COURT before which the Cases stood for Trial, the OFFENCES CHARGED, and 
JUDGMENT of the Court in each Case. 
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PRISONS — IRELAND. 



Bridewells. 

Table of Commitments to and Expenses of Bridewells, from Statistics collected by the 
Inspectors-General of Prisons. 



County Gaols. 

Tables compiled from Returns from the Local Inspectors of Gaols. 

Convict Prisons. 

Returns from the Directors of Convict Prisons. 

Reformatory Schools. 

Returns from the Inspector of Reformatory Schools. 

Criminal Lunatics and Insane Persons. 

Tables compiled from Returns from the Local Inspectors of Gaols and from the Resident 
Medical Superintendents of District Lunatic Asylums. 
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1. Number undergoing Detention, with Commitments, Discharges, Removals, and Costs, 

2. Offences with which charged, .... ... 

3. Number undergoing Detention, with Condition and Period of their Detention, 

II. ASYLUMS. 

1. Number undergoing Detention, with Commitments, Discharges, Removals, and Costs, 

2. Offences with which charged, ....... 

3. Number undergoing Detention, with Condition and Period of their Detention, 



129 

129 

129 



• 130 



132 

133 

133 

134 
134 
133 
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BRIDEWELLS— TABLE of COMMITMENTS to and EXPENSES of in the Tear 1866. 
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IRELAND. 



GAOLS. TABLE 1 X UMBER of COMMITMENTS to ttie COUNTY and COUNTY of CITY or of TOWN GAOLS, in the Year 1866, and. 




b Includes 100 Men and Boys received from Custody of other Governors 
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IRELAND. 
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other Military or Naval Offences) COMMITTED to the COUNTY and COUNTY of CITY or of TOWN GAOLS in the Year 3866. 
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IRELAND. 



GAOLS— TABLE 4. — NUMBER and DISPOSAL of PRISONERS of EVERY CLASS in COUNTY and COUNTY 




Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 







IRELAND. 



121 







Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




IRELAND. 



regard to CAPACITY, HEALTH, and PUNISHMENTS for PRISON OFFENCES in the Year 1866. 
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IRELAND. 



GAOLS.— TABLE 6.— EXPENSES in DETAIL and TOTAL COSTS of the COUNTY an.l COUNTY 
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of CITY or of TOWS GAOLS, and of the OFFICERS and PRISONERS, in the year 1866. 
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GAOLS— TABLE 7— ESTABLISHMENT and TOTAL ORDINARY COSTS 



COUNTY and C0UN1 




IRELAND. 
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GAOLS.— TABLE A— FUNDS CHARGED with the EXPENSES of COUNTY and COUNTY of CITY or of TOWN GAOLS in the Year 1866. 
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IRELAND. 
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REFORMATORY SCHOOL8.-TABLE 3. AGE, SEX, SOCIAL CONDITION, STATE of INSTRUCTION, and previous COMMITMENTS, ao far as can be ascertained, 
of the BOYS and GIRLS received into Reformatory Schools during the Year 1866. 
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JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 
PAST II. 



IRELAND. 

COMMON LAW— EQUITY— CIVIL AND CANON LAW. 



RETMNS E0E THE YEAR 1806, 

Compiled by Order of His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, 

COMPRISING 



The Superior Courts of Common Law ; 

The High Court of Chancery, the Landed Estates Court, the Court of Probate, the 
Ecclesiastical Courts, the High Court of Admiralty, the Court of Bankruptcy and 
Insolvency ; 

The Supreme Courts of Appeal, viz. — the House of Lords, the Privy Council, Ireland, 
the Court of Appeal in Chancery, the Exchequer Chamber, the High Court of 
Delegates ; 

The Courts of the Chairmen of Counties and Recorders, and other Courts for the 
Recovery of Small Debts. 

The Civil Jurisdiction of the Petty Sessions Courts. 



S 
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PAIIT II. 



INTRODUCTORY AND EXPLANATORY REPORT. 



The Court of Queen’s Bench in Ireland has, at the Crown side, a jurisdiction corresponding Coobt of Queen's 
to the jurisdiction of the Court of Queen’s Bench in England, and also a jurisdiction (Cr^n^'idei 

peculiar to the Irish Court of fiating the Presentments made by the Grand Jury of the 

County of Dublin for the expenditure of the local tax, called county cess, in the repairs 
of roads, expenses of prisons and asylums, and other local purposes, and of fiating 
the Presentments of the Town Council of the City of Dublin, so far as it exercises the 
powers formerly vested in the Grand Jury of the City of Dublin in respect of county cess. 

In connexion with these fiscal powers the Court has jurisdiction over the Traverses 
of Presentments of the Grand Jury or Town Council, chiefly for new roads and Claims for 
Malicious Injuries to property. 

The Court has also a jurisdiction, peculiar to Ireland, in the case of Railway Traverses 
under the Railways (Ireland) Act, 1S51 (14 & 15 Vic., c. 70). 

The ordinary business at the Crown side of the Court of Queen’s Bench as compared 
with the preceding year, may be judged of by the following summary: — 



- 


1866. 




**S8!! h 


uBSa** 


Writs of Mandamus, application for, 


7 


14 




7 


Writs of Habeas Corpus, .... 




19 


3 




Certiorari, Rules Nisi 


11 


14 






Information, Rules Nisi, .... 








1 


On Orders of Sessions and Special Cases, 










Oilier Special Rules absolute. 


128 


109 


19 


- 



These figures show a large increase in Special Rules, an increase in Writs of Habeas 
Corpus, and a considerable decrease in Writs of Mandamus. 

The unsatisfactory state of the jurisdiction of the Crown side of the Court of Queen’s 
Bench in Ireland as compared with the corresponding jurisdiction in England, is 
indicated by the following statements and suggestions of the English and Irish 'Law 
and Chancery Commissioners, which have not yet been made the subject of legislation. 
The Commissioners state that — 

“ There are no published rules regulating the practice on the Crown side of the 
Court of Queen’s Bench in Ireland, and the powers which the Judges of the Court of 
Queen’s Bench in England have, under Stat. 6 & 7 Vic., c. 20, s. 11, of framing rules, 
do not exist in Ireland;” “there are other differences in the practice between the 
two countries, arising from the reforms introduced by the above Statute into England 
not having been extended to Ireland and they recommend, “ that the Court of 
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Court op Qubbh’s Queen’s Bench in Ireland should be provided with like powers to those of the Court in 
(Ciwn°side) England, and that the proceedings and practice adopted in England by the Crown side 
of fi ie Court of Queen’s Bench should be extended to Ireland.” 



The business of the Crown side of the Court of Queen’s Bench in Ireland, peculiar to 
the Irish Court, as compared with the preceding year, is as follows : — 



— 


1866. 




Increase, 


Decrease, 


Fiscal Presentments : 


70G 


702 


4 






£77,860 


£72,6S6 


£5,174 


- 


























- 






County Presentments — Claims — Trial hy 1 










Jury, / 











An increase has again taken place in the amount of Fiscal Presentments, in the County 
and City of Dublin. 

The claims for Malicious Injuries in the County and City of Dublin show a consider- 
able increase above those for 1865. 



Superior Courts 
op Common Law. 

Writ and Seal 
Office. 



Writs. 



The issue of Writs for the three Superior Courts of Common Law from a Consolidated 
Writ and Seal Office was established in 1850 by the Process and Practice Act (Stat. 
13 & 14 Vic., c. 18), and the Writs of Summons and Plaint are issued in rotation, 25 for 
each of the three Courts, under the provisions of the Irish Common Law Procedure Act, 
1853,s.l5. 

The plaintiff is by the provisions of tire same Act prevented from issuing his writ until 
he has prepared his first pleading. As the summons and plaint corresponds to the 
English writ and declaration consolidated, the use of writs to the same extent as in 
England and Wales is thus prevented. 

The- writs issued are compared with those in the preceding year in the following 
summary : — 





1866. 


1869. 


wT 


”sr 


Summons and Plaint returnable 
Queen’s Bench, . 

Common Pleas, . 
Exchequer, 

Writs issued for Revenue Cases, 
„ of Revivor, 

„ of Replevin, 

Inquiries, Suggestions, &c., . 
Records, .... 




5,025 

5,032 

6,006 

224 

87 

11 

100 

651 


4,842 

4,900 

4,875 

420 

102 

15 

64 

560 


183 

132 

131 

36 

91 


196 

16 

4 


Total, . 




16,136 


15,778 


358 


- 



Amounts in Writs. The amounts for which the writs were issued are compared with those in the preceding 
year, in the following table : — 





— 


1866. 




Increase, 

1866. 


Decrease, 

1866. 




£20, .... 


4,844 


4,654 


190 


- 




over £40, 


3,793 


3,424 








over £100, 


3,463 










2,758 








Writs in whioh no 


sum specified, . 











Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




The writs of execution were : — 



Superior Courts 
op Common Law. 





1866. 


1865. 


'■sr 


D ^r 


Writs of Ca. sa., 


1,523 


1,411 


112 




„ of Pi. fa., 


2,534 






91 




116 


98 


IS 




„ of Habere, 


405 


416 




11 


„ of Sequestration, &c., 


35 


38 


- 


3 


Total, 


4,613 


4,5S8 


25 





"Writ and Seal 
Office. 



These figures show an increase of less than 3 per cent, in the number of writs, and 
an increase of less than 1 per cent, in the number of executions. 



The number of Attorneys’ licences sealed and entered were : — Attorneys 

In 1SC6, .... 1,163 

In 1865, .... 1,130 

Increase in 1866, . . 33 



These figures show an increase of 33, which indicates a marked change, as there was 
decrease of 102 in 1865. 



The jurisdiction of the three Superior Courts of Common Law corresponded very Jurisdiction, 
closely with the jurisdiction of the similar Courts in England from the introduction into 
Ireland of the Common Law of England in the reign of King John until the year 182S. 

Up to that year the differences in the practice and procedure between the Superior 
Courts of Common Law of the two countries were inconsiderable. But in the progress 
of law reform since then, the various Acts to reform the practice and procedure having 
been passed for the two countries at different times, considerable differences have been 
introduced, which are fully detailed in the First Beport of the English and Irish Law 
and Chancery Commission made in 1863. v 

The existence of these numerous minute differences consequently creates an impedi- 
ment in the way of any useful comparison of the statistics of the corresponding Courts 
in the two countries. 

Bills founded upon the recommendations of the Commissioners to effect the termination 
of these differences have been introduced in successive Sessions but have not as yet 
received the sanction of the Legislature. 

The proceedings in the Masters’ Offices of the Superior Courts of Common Law in Proceedings 
Ireland as compared with the preceding year are shown in the following summary: — Master* by 




with 1865, from 935 to 821, or 12 per cent.; and this following a decrease of 282 in 
1864, makes a total decrease of 32 per cent, in two years. There has been a slight 
increase in the number of Case Judgments. The amount recovered on both kinds of 
judgments increased from £879,003 to £925,279. 
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Supbbiob Co cuts The distribution of the amount recovered amongst the different classes of Judgments 

Coumo: ' Law - is as follows : — 



Amount recovered Dr Judomekts. 




Common 


Exchequer. 


Total. 


Total Amount recovered by J udgments on Postea, • : 

u „ by Judgment by Default, on Consent, and 

other Case Judgments, . . | 

of Principal recovered by Cognovit Judgments, . I 


£ 

14,278 

238,587 

205,878 


£ 

16,096 

127,402 ! 
36,642 : 


£ 

13,412 

59,798 

214,186 


£ 

42,786 

425,787 

456,706 


Total, 


458,743 


179,140 | 


287,396 


925,279 



The number of affidavits filed in the year 1866 was 



4,169 



11,656 



Proceedings before 
a single Judge. 



In Ireland there is not, as in England, a fifth Judge in each Court to sit out for 
Chamber Business. One of the four Judges consequently sits for each Court for ex parte 
motions before the sitting of the Court in Banco. Out of term the puisne Judges sit 
in rotation to hear motions for the three Superior Courts of Common Law. 



The business before a single Judge, and in the Rules Office, as compared with the 
preceding year, may be judged of by the following summary, which shows an increase 
in 1866:— * 






1866. | 


1865. 


Total in 


Total in 










Common 

Pleas. 


chequer. 


S3? 


Common 

Pleas. 


chequer. 


Courts 


In' 1605. 


in 1866. 


° r i866. m 


Morning Sittings in Term. 
Ex parte motions. 

Issues settled on summons, . 


277 

9 


310 

14 


231 

13 


275 

13 


266 

12 


189 

8 


818 

36 


730 

33 


8 3 


; 


Consolidated Clamber Sittings out 
of Term. 

Ex parte motions, 

Issues settled on summons, . 


411 

4 

141 


510 

IS 

217 


476 

14 

189 


374 

7 

109 


42S 

9 

169 


377 

7 

162 


1,397 

36 

547 


1,179 

23 

440 


218 

13 

107 


; 


Total, . 


842 


1,069 


923 


778 


SS4 1 


743 


2,834 


2,405 


429 


- 


Proceedings in Office of Clerk 
of Rules. 






















Side bar rules grounded on affidavit, 
„ „ not so grounded, 


218 

266 


300 

309 


214 

346 


229 

273 


241 

324 


176 

245 


732 

921 


646 

842 


79 




Total, 


4S4 


609 


560 


502 


565 


421 


1,653 


1,488 


165 





Much of the business now transacted in the office of the Clerk of the Rules was, before 
the Common Law Procedure Act, 1863, transacted by motions in Court, and is therefore 
placed next to it in the tables. 
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The proceedings in Banco in the Superior Courts of Common Law in Ireland, as Superior Courts 
compared with the preceding year, are shown in the following table : — 0F Co3 tuo> 




There appears from the preceding table to have been an increase in some branches of 
the business before the full Court in Banco in the three Superior Courts of Common 
Law, and a decrease in others, but on the whole a slight increase, which, following an 
increase in 1865, shows continuous progress in the chief business of these Courts. 

Besides the business common to the three Superior Courts of Common Law at the Bills of Sale, 
Plea side, they have each small branches of distinct business. Thus, the Court of 
Queen’s Bench has the registration of Bills of Sale, under the Bills of Sale Act (17 & IS Yemen, and 
Yic. c. 36) ; the Court of Common Pleas has the Acknowledgments of Deeds by Married Oases"" 0 ' *° ’’ 
"Women, under the Irish Act for the abolition of Fines and Recoveries (Stat. 4 & 5 
Wm. IV., c. 92) ; and the Court of Exchequer has its ancient jurisdiction in Revenue 
cases, from which it derives its name. 

The business in these matters as compared with the preceding year, is as follows : — 



Special Jurisdictions of Quern's Bench, Common Fleas, and Exchequer. 


1866. 


I860. 


“sr 


D 18Ufi“’ 


Queen's Bench. 










Bills of Sale registered, ...... 


359 


347 


12 




Common Pleas. 










Acknowledgments by Married Women filed, .... 


537 


453 


84 




Special Commissions granted, ..... 


101 


81 


20 




Exchequer. 










Revenue and Legacy and Succession Cases : — 










Revenue Cases, ....... 


81 








Legacy and Succession Duty Cases, ..... 


15 


53 




38 


Motions in Court, ....... 










Motions for Attachments without Argument, 




43 




43 



There was an increase in the number of Bills of Sale registered in 1866 as compared 
with the number in 1865. 

There was a considerable increase in the number of acknowledgments by married 
women. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




144 



Sopbbiok dooms In Revenue cases there was an increase of 100 per cent., and in Legacy Succession 
OF Common Law. j^y cases a d ecrease 0 f *j\ per cent. 

J^’"'n trat isOffi There is in Ireland, as in England, an office for the registration of Judgments common 
° ’ to the three Superior Courts of Common Law. In England the office is superintended 

by the Senior Master of the Court of Common Pleas. In Ireland there is a separate 
officer, called the Registrar of Judgments. 

The Law and Chancery Commissioners in their Second Report, 1866, give an account 
of the difference of the law of Judgments in Ireland and England ; they say : — 

“As the result of our inquiries on the law of Judgments, it appears that while in 
England the tendency of the whole course of legislation down to and inclusive of the 
Act of 1 864 (27 & 28 Vic., c. 1 12), has been to reduce a Judgment to a step in the course 
of procedure for the recovery of a debt, insomuch as by the last mentioned Act it is 
provided that ‘no Judgment to be entered up after the passing of tire Act shall affect 
any land of whatever tenure, until such land shall have been actually delivered in execu- 
tion by virtue of a writ of elegit, or other lawful authority.’ In Ireland, on the other 
hand, the legislation down to and inclusive of the Record of Title Act, 1865, has been in 
the opposite direction, and Judgments affect land in Ireland prior to and entirely inde- 
pendent of execution, and the writ of elegit has there been virtually abolished. 

“The extent to which this difference in the course of legislation has affected the 
position of Judgments in the two countries, appears from a return showing that in Ireland 
no less than 11,611 Judgments, estimated to be securities for upwards of £12,000,000, 
have been re-registered within the five years ending the 31st December, 1864, and so 
far appear not to have been immediately executed, whilst in England and Wales the 
number of Judgments re-registered in the five years ending 1863 was only 1,778. 

“Again, under the Judgment Mortgage Act, 12,000 statutable mortgages of land in 
Ireland, estimated to be securities for £4,000,000, have been created by the registration 
of affidavits as to judgments under that Act.”a 



The number of Judgments registered in the Registration of Judgments Office, as 
compared with the preceding year, is as follows : — 





1066. 


1865. 


I ”l86e!'’ 


D *866. M ’ 


Judgments of Superior Court registered, .... 

Judgments of Inferior Court removed to Superior Court, 

Revivals, 

Decrees, .... .... 

Rules and Orders, 

Lis pendens, ........ 


3,937 

713 

54 

2 

19 

435 


3,984 

4,324 

56 

6 

27 

452 


: 


47 

3,611 

8 

17 


Total, 


5,160 


8,849 


- 


3,689 


Recognizances, . . • 

Crown Bonds, ....... 

Judgments at Suit qf Crown, ...... 


125 

18 


114 

20 


n 


:* 


Total, 


143 


134 


0 


- 


Satisfactions of Judgments, ...... 

Vacates of Crown Bonds and Vacates of Recognizances, 

Cancellations, ......... 

Common Searches made, ...... 

Negative Searches made and recorded, .... 


473 

106 

743 

1,835 


630 

112 

508 

1,820 


12 


107 

6 


Total, . 


3,219 


3,100 


119 


- 


Requisitions for liberty to search made by public, 

Attested copies of recorded searches issued, .... 


1,634 

50 


1,981 

17 


"» 


347 


The amount of fees and stamp duty is as follows : — 
1866. 

£ s. d. 


£ 186 8.’ d 


£ 


goso, I860. 

s. d. 



Bees to Registrar 172 11 0 293 15 7 121 4 7 

Amount of Stamp Duty, .... 3,474 12 10 3,578 0 16 103 7 3 



a Second Report, 1866, p. xxi., ei scq. 6 Less discouut, £51 6s. 7c£. 
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The decrease of 3,611 in the number of judgments registered arose from the recur- Superior Courts 
rence in 1865 of one of the quinquennial periods for the re-registration of old judgments 0B CoaMON Law - 
obtained prior to . 1 850. 

If the number of judgments registered be compared with the number entered up in 
the three Superior Courts of Common Law, it appears that, whilst 4,725 judgments 
were entered up, 3,937 were registered in the Registration of Judgments Office. When 
the Judgment Mortgage Act was passed it was expected by the framers of that Act that 
the amount of business in the Registration of Judgments Office would be diminished by 
its operation; but this expectation was founded upon the consideration of judgments 
only as charges on land, and the provisions of the Irish Bankruptcy Act of 1849, 
continued by the Act of 1857, requiring judgments to be registered within twenty-one 
days after being entered up, to secure priority in bankruptcy, were overlooked. 

There is in Ireland one Common Law Taxing Office for the three Superior Courts, with Common law 
two Taxing Officers. Taxing Office. 

The business in 1866, as compared with the preceding year, was as follows : — 



Number op Dills op Cosix certified. 


186®. 


1863. 


»SBP 


°!BT 


Records, Ac., 


1,557 


1,282 


275 




Registering Deeds, . • . 


210 


216 






Registering and Re-registering of J udgments, 




1,596 






Assignments of Judgments, 


22 


19 


3 




Total, .... 


2,160 


3,113 


- 


953 




£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 






Total Amount claimed, .... 


58,213 2 1 


72,755 14 9 






Certified Costs — Amount allowed, 


43,612 13 10 


47,798 5 8 




4,2S5 11 10 



It appears from this table that while there was an increase in the costs on records for 
taxation, there was a considerable falling off in the whole business of the Common Law 

Taxing Office, arising chiefly from diminution in the re-registration of judgments the 

year 1865 being one of the quinquennial periods for the re-registration of old judgments, 
as above noticed. 



The following summaries as to Nisi Prius business have been compiled from returns Disposal of causes 
received from the. Town Registrars of the Chief Judges (who correspond to the Associates at lsisI Prius ' 
in England), from the Registrar of the Consolidated Nisi Prius Court, and from the 
Circuit Registrars (who correspond to the Marshals in England) of the twelve Common 



Law Judges. 











DUBLIX. 








Disrosai or Causes at . isi mbs. 






Common 




dSSfifW 

Prius Court. 


IS 


On 

Circuit. 


Verdict for plaintiff, - 


363 


26 


61 


23 


41 


36 


176 


Verdict for plaintiff, subject to special 


1 


_ 


_ 


_ 






x 


Verdict by consent with reference, 








2 














16 


S 


9 


15 




Jury discharged without verdict, . 






4 


6 




1 


15 












- 


_ 




Judgment respited, . . . . 


• o 


- 


- 


4 


- 


- 


1 






5 




- 


6 


3 


Stet processes, 


3 


3 




























Record withdrawn, struck out, or settled, 


379 


87 


73 


60 


73 


26 










3 










Transferred, or postponed to after sittings, 






- 




4 


2 




Referred to Master .... 






- 


- 


1 


- 


- 


Total, .... 


930 


131 


170 


106 


128 


86 


309 



T 
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Verdicts. 



-~SS£“ 




Qucon's Boneb. 


Common Pleas. 




Consolidated 
Nisi Print. 


Judges. 


On Clreult- 


Above £5,000, . 

£5,000 Mi above £3,000, . 

£2,ooo " Ir.ooo: ; 

ST :: A : 

3 : S: : 

£100 „ £50, . 

£50 „ £20, • 

Right of Plaintiff established, 
Total 


3 

1 

8 

23 

57 

108 


10 


1 

1 

3 

20 

16 


2 

3 

7 

2 


2 

7 

12 

15 


2 


2 

8 

35 


303 


26 


61 


23 


41 


36 


176 


£ s. d. 
66,408 16 6 


£ s. d. 
10,628 10 0; 


lo.fae li ? 


£ s. d. 
1,021 10 9| 


£ s. d. 
1,923 17 8 


8,189 2 6J 


24,462 0 0| 



These summaries are now quite complete, but cannot be compared with the figures 
for 1865, owing to the want of returns from three of the Judges’ Registrars m that 
year. 
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In addition to the disposal of actions at the Consolidated Nisi Prius Court, the pro- Superior Courts 
ceedings at which have been included in the summary already given of the Nisi Prius op Co >plox Law ’ 
business of the three Superior Courts, it has an apjieal jurisdiction from the Courts of the 
Recorder of the City of Dublin and of the Chairman of the County of Dublin. 



The number of these appeals or rehearings in 1866 and 1865 was as follows : — Appeals heard at 

Consolidated Nisi 

Prius Court. 



App&ais AT Consolidated N is, Prius. 


Entered. 


Affirmed, j 


Reversed, 


Struck cut, dec. 


From Decree or Dismiss of Recorder") 1866 
of Dublin, or of Chairman of County }- 


2S 


IS 


8 


* 


of Dublin, j 1865 ! 


31 


14 


9 


8 



The Nisi Prius proceedings on circuit have been included in the summaries of the 
business of the three Superior Courts. 

In Ireland the Judges on circuit have several branches of jurisdiction not exercised by 
the Judges on circuit in England, viz., appeals of the nature of reheaxings from the 
decisions of the Chairmen of Counties or Irish County Court Judges, and Recorders ; 
the fiating of the presentments of the .Grand Julies of the local tax in Ireland called 
Grand Jury Cess ; the hearing of traverses and objections to presentments, and claims 
for malicious injuries, and also the hearing of railway traverses under the Irish Railway 
Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Vic., c. 70). 



Circuit Business. 

Appeals, Traverses, 
and Claims for 
Malicious Injuries. 



The following summary shows the proceedings under these heads in 1866 as compared 
with those in 1865 : — 





1866. 


1865. 


■sr 


D lM6. Se ’ 




351 


339 


12 




„ Recorders entered. 


2 


7 








12 


15 






Claims for Malicious Injuries, 


328 


393 




65 


Objections to such claims, .... 


24 




23 




Appeals against rejection of such claims, 




10 




- 



The traverses and claims for malicious injuries for the County and City of Dublin are 
disposed of by the Court of Queen’s Bench, and have been already noticed. 

The decrease of 65 in the number of claims for malicious injuries on circuit, over the 
number for 1S65, more than counterbalances the increase of 6 in the claims for 
malicious injuries in the County and City of Dublin. 

The presentments fiated on circuit were 54,012 in number, and for the aggregate 
sum of £956, S54 17s. 10|d. If the 477 presentments of the Grand Jury of the 
County of Dublin for £43,025 14s. id. be included, the total number of presentments 
by Grand Juries in Ireland amounts to 54,489, and the total amount of Grand Jury cess 
imposed in 1866 was £999,880 12s. 2f d. 

The presentments for the County of the City of Dublin are made by the Town Council 
of Dublin, and fiated partly before a Judge of the Queen’s Bench, as already noticed, and 
partly before the Recorder of Dublin ; but no return of proceedings before the Recorder 
of Dublin has been received. Those for the City of Cork are made by the Town Council 
of Cork, and are fiated before the Recorder of Cork. 
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High Coubt of 
Chanobbt. 



Business in Court 
before Lord 
Chancellor, Master 
of Bolls, anil 
Masters. 



Registrars’ Office. 



The High Court of Chancery in Ireland was founded so far back as the reign of 
King John, on the model of the Court of Chancery in England, and until the year 1828 
the practice and procedure of the two Courts were very similar. 

The different measures of Chancery reform which had been introduced in recent 
years in the two countries had led to considerable differences in the practice and 
procedure in the two Courts, which are fully detailed in the First fteport of the English 
and Irish Law and Chancery Commission which was made in 1863. 

The Chancery Act of the present session puts an end to nearly all these differences, 
and assimulates the practice and procedure of the Irish to that of the English Court. 



The following summary gives a comparative view of the Court business in Chancery 
for the years 1866 and 1865 : — 




It appears from this summary that there was the considerable decrease of 14 per 
cent, in the Court business in 1866 as compared with 1865. 



The business in the office of the Registrars of the Court of Chancery, as distinguished 
from the Court business, is shown for 1866 and 1865 in the following summary 
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This summary shows a large decrease in the number of orders drawn up, and a High Coca* op 
decrease in the number of documents filed, but a large increase in the amount of Chascbry. 
receipts and disbursements on the accounts, and in the amount of fees received. Lord Chancellor’s 

The proceedings in the office of the Lord Chancellor’s Secretary are shown by the Sccretary a 0tficc ‘ 
following summary : — 



Low. Cuxccllob-s buurt Omo. 


law. 


1063. ; 


In ] c S*’ 




Iu minor matters, .... 
„ lunacy matters, 

„ other matters, .... 


405 1 
202 i 


358 

174 


28 


4 


Total petitions, 


981 


910 ! 


71 


- 


Orders: — 

In chamber, 

Of reference, .... 

For hearing — 

Before Lord Chancellor, 

Before Master of the Kells, 


389 : 

154 

293 


367 
69 | 

156 
316 | 


os : 


2 


Total orders, . 


973 


| 908 


65 


- 


Warrants as to Magistrates’ Commissions, 


19S 


153 


45 


- 



It appears from the above summary that there was an increase in minor and lunacy 
matters, in orders and in warrants as to Magistrates’ commissions, and a decrease in 
petitions in other matters. The returns for 18G6 show that the number of distinct 
minor-matters or families of minors under the protection of the Court increased from 
394 in 1365, to 439 in 1S66 and that the number of individual minors who are wards 
of Court increased from 819 in 1S65, to 922 in 1866. 

In the office of Secretary to the Master of the Rolls the number of petitions was only 
239, as compared with 285 in 1865, showing a decrease of 46. These petitions are not 
in addition to, but form part of those upon which the Lord Chancellor in chamber made 
an order for hearing at the Rolls. 

In the Crown and Hanaper Office there was a considerable decrease of business 
from 1,938 in 1865, to 1,580 in 1S66. 

The business in the offices of the Four Masters in Chancery, in addition to the hearing Masters’ Offices, 
of cause petitions under the 15th section of the Irish Chancery Regulation Act of 1850 
is indicated by the following summary : — 





Three 


Receiver 


Tehtl, 


Total, 


T 






Meilere. 


Master. 


1866. 


180a. 


1866. 


1866. 


Charges, 




423 


28 


451 


433 






Discharges, 




317 


22 


339 


339 






Accounts passed in minor matters, . 




44 


111 




137 






„ „ in lunacy matters, . 




33 


21 


54 


72 






„ „ by other Receivers, 

Other accounts, .... 


f 


94 


316 


410 


445 


- 


35 


Orders on special motions, 


{ 


1,037 


1S9 


1,246 


1,359 


_ 


113 


Sales of estates under order of Court, 




29 


5 


34 


16 






Statements of facts as to management of property 


148 


ICG 


314 


202 


52 


- 



The returns also show the number of summonses on references in minor matters, 
lunacy matters, general cause petitions, &c. As the returns do not seem to have been 
made on the same principle, a summary is not given of them, but it may be stated that 
they indicate a great amount of reference business in the Masters’ Offices. 

Sales under the Court of Chancery increased from 16 in 1865, to 34 in 1866. 

The. number of accounts, other than in minor and lunacy matters (410) show a slight 
decrease on the numbers (445) in 1865. Notwithstanding the statutable restrictions 
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High Court op 
Chancery. 



Examiner’s 

Office. 



Companies 
Winding-up Acts. 



Bolls Office. 



Appearances and 
Writs Office. 



on the appointment of Receivers, there is still, as indicated by these numbers, a large 
quantity of property under the management of the Court of Chancery. This is further 
indicated by the number of statements of facts as to the management of such property 
(314), which shows an increase of 52 on the number (262) for 1865. The receipts in 
the accounts filed in the Court of Chancery amounted in 1866 to £1,046,868, showing 
an increase of £200,671 on the receipts for 1865. 

The operation of the rule, for some time in force, of referring receiver cases to the 
Receiver Master is shown by the number of accounts in his office (448), being an increase 
upon the number (399) in 1865, whilst the average number (57) in the offices of each of 
the other three Masters shows a falling off from the number (85) in 1865. 

The fees collected in the Masters’ offices amounted for the year ending 30th October, 
1866, to £2,027, but this does not include the Chancery Fund duties in lieu of fees, 
which are imposed chiefly on business in the Masters’ offices, and the prodlice of which 
is carried to the Consolidated Fund. 

One of the differences of practice and procedure between the Courts of Chancery in 
Ireland and in England is the very small number of witnesses examined before the 
Examiner in Ireland. Thus there were only 45 witnesses examined in 1866, and the 
fees amounted to only £61. This was about the number of -witnesses (43) examined 
in 1865. 

Under the Joint Stock Companies Winding-up Acts there is only one case m the 
Court of Chancery, namely, the Tipperary Bank, which has been in the Court since 
17th March, 1856. The usual proceeding for winding up companies in Ireland is in the 
Court of Bankruptcy. There is, in this case, £15,720 available for distribution. 

In the Pleadings department of the office of the Deputy Keeper of the Rolls the 
business, as compared with that in 1865, was as follows : — 



Bolls Opfice-Plbadinos Department. 


18GG. 


18G5. 




D 186ef ' 




_ 




_ 


_ 




615 




- 










* 


_ 


Interrogatories and answers thereto. 


- 


1 


- 


1 












Suggestions, 











It appears from this summary that there was a considerable falling off in the number 
of cause petitions, viz., from C94 in 1865 to 615 in 1866. 

In the office of the Clerk of Appearances and Writs the number of appearances entered 
was 678, as compared with 658 in 1865. The following are the numbers of the principal 
writs issued : — 



Writs in Chancery. 


18G6. 


1865. 1 


ln mo‘- | 


D sr 


Writs of subpoena, 

„ attachment, . 


77 


79 | 




2 

23 








„ injunction, 


51 

20 


38 

5 


13 

15 


I 


„ partition, 


4 


- 


4 


: 



It appears from the foregoing summary that there was a slight increase in the 
number of writs issued in 1866. 

There is a department of this office peculiar to the Irish Court of Chancery, called 
“The Notice Department,” through which all notices are served, instead of service being 
proved by affidavit. The number of persons served through this department was 18,714 
in 1866, showing a considerable decrease on the number of persons (21,912) served in 
1865. 
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la the Affidavit Office the number of affidavits filed was 5,048, as compared with 4,977 Hick Court of 
in 1865, showing an increase of 71. Ch ancer y. 

In the Recognizance Office the number of recognizances filed was 123, as compared Affidavit Office, 
with 118 in 1865. ^cognisance 

The following Table shows the business in the Chancery Taxing Office for 1866, as Chancery Taxing 
compared with 1865 : — 0ffice - 



Chancery Taxing Office. 




1865. 


'YswT' 


Decrease, 

1866. 


Number of bills taxed, 

Number of items, 

Number of certificates, 

Amonnt of Chancery Fund on summons 
and certificate, .... 
Amount of costs, .... 


1,895 
258, 4S0 


1,600 

201,180 

1,600 


295 

57,300 

158 




£ s. d. 
3,129 17 0 
129,718 6 11 


£ s . d. 
2,516 11 4 
97,890 5 9J 


£ s. d. 
613 5 8 
31,828 1 1^ 


£ s . d. 



It appears from this summary that there was a considerable increase in 1866 in the 
amount of Chancery costs taxed. 

The jurisdiction in lunacy under the Queen’s Sign Manual has almost invariably been lunacy Office, 
intrusted to the Lord Chancellor, or Keeper of the Great Seal in Ireland. The business 
to be transacted not being sufficient to support an entirely distinct department, it 
devolves, to a large extent, on the ordinary officers of the Court of Chancery, the 
references and passing of accounts being before one of the Masters in Chancery, and 
included in the business of the Masters already noticed. 

The petitions again are lodged in the office of the Secretary of the Lord Chancellor, 
and are returned in the business of his office, whilst the inquisitions are issued from and" 
returned to the Clerk of the Crown and Hanaper, and are included in the business of 
that office. 

The jurisdiction was originally the same in Ireland and in England, but the new 
practice and procedure, introduced in England by the Lunacy Regulation Acts of 1853 
and 1862, have not yet been extended to Ireland. 

The number of orders for commissions of Lunacy was 8 in 1S66, and 12 in 1865, and 
the number of lunatics under the care of the Court was 143 in 1866, as compared with 
137 in 1865, showing an increase of 6. 

In connexion with the small number of lunatics protected by the Court out of the 
entire number in Ireland, which may be estimated at 16,500,* the difference which 
exists between Ireland and England as to jurisdiction is to be borne in mind. A lunatic 
cannot be found so in Ireland except by inquisition at a considerable expense, necessary 
for the remuneration of Commissioners, Jury, and Sheriff; whilst in England, under the 
Lunacy Regulation Act of 1853, the Lord Chancellor can dispense with a jury, and 
authorize a finding under the general commission of the Masters. 

The chief business in the Lunacy Office was as follows : — 




* There were in January, 1865. 553 lunatics paid for in private licensed houses, 4,729 in public asylums 
188 maintained by Government, 452 in gaols, and 2,563 in workhouses, making 8,485 publicly treated as insane! 
The police returns for 1862 estimate that there were besides S,200 persons reputed insane at large, making in all 
16,685 . — Tide Uth Report on Lunatic Asylums, Ireland , 1865, p. 7. ° 
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The summary indicates an increase of business in 1866. 

Under the General Orders in Lunacy of 1860, the Committees of the person are 
required to make returns, and the Medical Inspectors appointed thereunder to make 
reports as to lunatics under their inspection. 



The return of the Accountaut-Goneral shows the payments into the Court of Chancery 
during the year ended 1st October, and the balance on that day in the books of the office. 



Payments into Court <Mng year, . 1,154,673 1.154,230 443 ~ 

Balance at eml of year, . - 4,250,048 4,357,302 - 100,/ 44 

These figures indicate only an insignificant change in the payments into Court during 
the year 1866, whilst the balance at the end of the year shows a decrease of £100,744 ; 
but this is only about 2 per cent, on the entire balance of £4,256,648. 

The Landed Estates Court possesses several jurisdictions peculiar to Ireland. The 
first of these is the selling of Estates with a Parliamentary title, for which the Incum- 
bered Estates Court was first established in 1S49 for a limited time, aud after several 
renewals of its jurisdiction the perpetual jurisdiction of the Landed Estates Court was 
established in 1858. 

The value and rental of the estates sold are indicated by the following summary 

1866. 1863. Imkuo, 18G6. Decrease, 18G6. 

Amount of purchase-money, . . £1,258,585 £1,051,992 £206,593 - 

Net rental of estates sold, . . £65,350 £60,338 £5,012 - 

Number of sales, . . . 281 341 - 60 

The petitions for sales relate chiefly, as might be expected, to incumbered estates, the 
proportion being as follows : — 



Declaration of 
Title, Partitions, 
and Exchanges. 



Tliis shows that while there was a slight decrease in the number of cases, the properties 
sold must have been larger, as there was an increase in the aggregate purchase-money 
and rentals. 

In the other branches of jurisdiction with respect to estates, the proceedings were as 



follow : — 



Landed Esta 






1866, . 

1866, . 

Increase in 1866, 
Decrease in 1S66, 




Several new tables have been given as to the proceedings of the Landed Estates Court 
for 1866, some of which were not included in the volume for 1865. They indicate the 
extent of the business of the Court in a form which may he compared with the returns 
received from the Court of Chancery. 

It appears from these Tables that the number of petitions filed was 512, while in 
the Court of Chancery the number of petitions to the Lord Chancellor was 981, and 
the number of cause petitions under the 15th section of the Chancery Regulation Act 
was set down as 362, and the number of general cause petitions set down in Chancery 
during the year was 171. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




153 



The amount of costs taxed and certified in the Landed Estates Court was £45,082, Landed Estates 
but the amount of costs lodged for taxation was about the usual proportion of 33 per cent. ° 0P ” ‘ 
above this amount, or £59,292. The return for the Court of Chancery shows only the Taxing Office, 
amount of costs lodged* which were certified during the year, and the sum is £129,718. 

The number of affidavits filed in the Landed Estates Court was 4,365, while the Affidavits, 
number in the Affidavit Office of the Court of Chanceiy was 5,048. 

Under the Tenure and Improvement of Land (Ireland) Act, 1 SCO, the Landed Estates Tenure and Im- 
Court exercises two jurisdictions — 1st. That of sanctioning improvements by limited P rovenl< ‘ IltofllIld - 
owners, and giving them a charge by way of annuity ; and 2nd. That of sanctioning 
building leases, and leases not within the exact terms of the Act or settlement of the 
particular estate. 

There was no building lease sanctioned in 1866, and there were only 2 in 1 865. There 
was 1 statement as to limited owners’ improvements in 1866, but no order charging for 
such improvements, and 1 similar statement, without order, in 1865. 

A return has been obtained for the year 1866, of the proceedings in the Record of Record of Title 
Title Office, and it shows that the titles of 115 estates have been recorded, of the value 0ffice - 
of £295,507 ; and a certificate issued under the Land Debentures Act, authorizing 
£3,000 to be raised. 

The jurisdiction of tile Court of Probate is similar to that of the Court of Probate in Cornu o.P«o,i„. 
England. 

The following is a summary of the leading heads of business of the Court and Principal 
Registry in 1866, as compared with 1865 : — Registry. 




In the District Registries of the Court of Probate the chief business in 1S66 and 1S65 District 
was as follows : — Registries. 




* In tlie Judicial Statistics for 1865, the costs certified in the Landed Estates Court (£42,407), were compared 
with the costs lodged in Chancery (£97,890), instead of with the costs lodged in the Landed Estates Court 
(£52,803). Aly attention having been called to this matter, the explanation I received as to the return of the 
Chancery costs, has enabled me to set the matter right. 

u 
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Court of Probate. It appears from these summaries that the 1,729 probates and administrations granted 

in the Principal Registry, when added to the 1,431 granted in the District Registries, 
give a total of 3,160, or 58 in excess of the number (3,102) in 1865, thus showing a slight 
increase in the business of the Court. The number of causes in Court (131) shows an 
increase of 27 on the preceding year, whilst the number of causes tried (52) shows an 
increase of 10. 

The Accountant-General of the Court of Chancery in Ireland is also Accountant- 
General of the Court of Probate. It appears, however, that there were only 2 accounts 
open on the 1 st October, 1866. 

From a return obtained from the Compti'oller of Stamp Duties, Inland Revenue Office, 
Dublin, it appears that the amount of property under which probates and administrations 
were sworn in Ireland in 1866, was £6,307,880, and the amount of duty received thereon 
in the year 1866, was £99,212. 

Ecclesiastioal The Ecclesiastical Courts and Registries Act (Ireland) 1864 (27 & 2S Vic., c. 54), came 
Gorars. operation on the 16th September, 1865. The proceedings in the 12 united Diocesan 

Courts created by the Act, in the half year ending 29th September, 1866, are compared 
with the proceedings from 16th September, 1865, till 25th March, 1866, in the 
following summary : — 




Divorce andMatri- 
monial Causes. 



High Court or 
Abmirauti. 



It appears from this table that there was an increase in the number of causes other 
than matrimonial in the half year ended 29t.h September, 1866. The number of cases 
in the half year being 43, giving an average for the 12 united Diocesan Courts of about 
4 causes for each Court in the year. 

The change in practice and procedure introduced under the Ecclesiastical Courts 
Registries Act does not appear to have had any considerable effect on the number of 
divorce and matrimonial causes, the petitions for divorce in the united Diocesan 
Courts having been 4 in the six months, ended 29th September, 1866, and the petitions 
for alimony 3. 

The history of the High Court of Admiralty in Ireland is given in the Report of the 
Royal Commission which inquired into the Court in 1864. 

It appears that « the jurisdiction of the Court of Admiralty had its origin in Ireland 
as in England, in the authority of the Admiral, of whom the Judge was the deputy.’ 
There were distinct Admirals for Ireland as early as 1414. 

The present constitution of the High Court of Admiralty in Ireland depends upon an 
Act of the Irish Parliament, passed in the Session 1783-84 (23 & 24 Geo. III., c. 14), 
and upon the 8th Article of the Union (39 & 40 Geo. 33L, c. 67). 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




]p to 1829 the jurisdiction of the Court of Admiralty in Ireland and in England in High Cocrt of 
civil and maritime causes was in all essential respects the same; but the reforms A mpbal ty. 
introduced in England by various Acts since that time were not extended to Ireland. 

The bill introduced by your lordship to carry out the recommendations of the Commis- 
sioners will establish uniformity of practice and procedure.* 

Returns were made by the Registrar and Marshal as to the business of the Court in 
1863, and published in the Judicial Statistics for that year. No return was made by 
the late Registrar of the business in 1864, 1865, or 1866, but the forms of return required 
from this officer are given. The late Marshal also omitted to make returns, and the 
returns from the present Marshal being only for the portion of the year which elapsed 
from his coming into office on the 4th of June, the Table does not admit of any 
comparison being instituted. 

The j uris diction in Bankruptcy and in Insolvency in Ireland is different from the juris- Bankrcptcv akd 
diction in England, being regulated by the Irish Bankrupt and Insolvent Act, 1857, Insolvency. 
passed prior to the Bankruptcy Act of 1861, for England and Wales. 

The proceedings in Bankruptcy and in Insolvency are shown by the following sum- Bankruptcy, 
maries : — 



Petitions for adjudication of Bankruptcy : 

By creditors, 

By traders against tkeraseires, j 

Number of such petitions dismissed, 

Trader-Debtor Summonses, I 

Other Summonses, 1 

Sittings before the Court, 

Sittings before the Chief Registrar, 

Petitions presented under Arrangement Clauses, 

Petitions for private arrangement under control of the Court upon which 

adj udications of Bankruptcy were made, 

Total number of persons declared Bankrupt, whether trading singly or 
in partnership, j 



,388 

833 

149 



70 

34 



767 

151 



20 32 

156 149 



G 

G 



Fboceedtkss nt Irsoitesct. 


186S. 


| 1865. 


1 b ssr > 


Denise, 


Petitions of Insolvency filed by prisoners in gaols in the city and county 










„ by prisouers in county gaols, and heard before chairmen of 


330 


419 




89 


Total of petitions of Insolvency lodged, 


496 


578 


- 


S3 


Petitions in which prisoners were admitted to bail before hearing, 


315 








„ in which official assignees were appointed to act, 


SO 








„ in which creditors’ assignees were chosen, .... 


30 








Sittings before the Court in Dublin for all purposes in Insolvency, 


1,242 


1,194 


48 




„ before tbe Chief Clerk, 


G34 








Bills of costs taxed bv the Chief Clerk, 


97 


120 






Number of solicitors who entered their licences to practise in the Court, 


734 


748 


- 


14 



Insolvency. 



This summary shows a slight increase in the number of petitions for adjudication in 
Bankruptcy, viz., from 104 in 1865 to 116 in 1866. There were 156 persons declared 
bankrupt in 1866, the number in 1865 having been 149. 

The Taxation of Costs in Bankruptcy and in Insolvency was as follows : — 



Taxation of Costs. 


furnished. 


Taxation. 


Amount as certified. 




£ s. a. 1 






In Bankruptcy. 


16,-179 5 10 j 


1,890 9 2 


14,588 16 8 


In Insolvency, .... 


1,458 6 2 | 


275 10 3 


1,182 15 11 



» This bill was passed while this volume was in the press — Stat. 30 and 31 Vic., c. 114. 



Taxation of costs 
in bankruptcy and 
in insolvency. 
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*£2Zr Accountant-General of the Court of Chancery in Ireland was appointed Accoimt- 

’ ant-General in Bankruptcy and in Insolvency under the Irish Bankrupt and Insolvent 

Act, 1857, Stat. 20 & 21 Vic., c. 60, s. 407. But it appears that in neither 1863, 1864, 
1865, or 1866 was any account open, nor were any of the funds of the suitors of the 
Court standing to his credit. 

The following sums were standing to the credit of the Chief Clerk in Insolvency as 
appears from his return : — 



To credit of unclaimed dividend account in bankruptcy, 
To credit of matters of insolvency, .... 



£ s. 
13,847 IS 
S53 10 



d. 

0 

G 



Total 31st December, 1866, 
Total 31st December, 1865, 



3,060 10 10 14,401 6 6 

l,5Si 13 10£ 14,844 8 10 



iSupitBME Covets 
of Appeal. 

House of Lords. 



Privy Council, 
Ireland. 



Chancery Appeal 
Court. 



A table has been compiled from the unpublished returns of the Official Assignees to 
Parliament under the Irish Bankruptcy and Insolvency Act, 1857, showing the state of 
the bankruptcies and insolvencies in the charge of each of the Official Assignees in 1866. 

Returns have been received from the different Supreme Courts of Appeal. 

There were 2 appeals from the Exchequer Chamber in Ireland presented to the House 
of Lords iu 1866, as compared with 1 in 1865, which is still returned as effective for 
hearing. 

From the Court of Chancery in Ireland only 6 appeals were presented in 1866, and 1 
in 1865; 1 decree was reversed, 2 cases were dismissed for want of prosecution, and 6 
returned as effective for hearing. 

The Privy Council in Ireland has original jurisdiction in some cases under the Church 
Temporalities Act. It also hears applications for the prohibition of burials in grounds 
where their continuance is alleged to be injurious. It has appellate jurisdiction in cases 
of tithe composition, and of improvement or dilapidation of ecclesiastical residences, 
and against Fishery By-laws. One appeal of the latter class was entered in 1866, and 
the judgment below reversed. 

The proceedings of the Chancery Appeal Court in 1866 and 1865 are shown in the 
following table : — 



Api’Eais to Chancery Appeal Court. 




1865. 




Decr«o». 


Set down for argument, .... 


28 


52 


_ 


24 


Appeals from : 










Lord Chancellor, .... 




2 


1 




Master of the Rolls, .... 


10 


23 


— 


13 


Judges of Landed Estates Court : 










Judge Longfield, .... 


1 


3 


- 


2 


Judge Hargreave, .... 






— 


5 


Judge Dobbs, ..... 




8 




1 


Judge of (Joint ot Probate, 








1 


Judges in Bankruptcy and Insolvency : 












1 


3 




2 


Judge Lynch, ..... 


1 


2 




1 



Exchequer The comparison shows a marked decrease in the business in this Court. There was, 

Chamber. however, an increase in 1865 ; so that the business in 1866 is about the same as in 1864. 

In the Court Exchequer Chamber the number of proceedings in error and notices of 
appeal in error lodged was 6, viz. : — 1 from the Queen’s Bench, 4 from the Common 
Pleas, and 1 from the Exchequer. There were 4 remanets at the end of 1865, which 
were reduced to 3 remanets in 1866. There were 7 cases disposed of ; of these, in 4 cases 
the decision of the Court below was affirmed, in 2 it was reversed, and 1 case was 
struck out. • 
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The proceedings in the Exchequer Chamber upon registry appeals under the Irish 
Parliamentary Voters Act, 13 & 14 Vic., c. 69, were as follow : — 



Afpeils. 


Lodged. | 


Affirmed. 


Reversed. | 


| Struck out. | 


Remauet, 


1866 












1865 1 


1 




1 


" 





Supreme Courts 
Registry Appeals. 



In the High Court of Delegates one appeal was heard from the Metropolitan and High Court of 
Consistorial Court of Dublin, and the judgment below was reversed. An Admiralty Dele s ates - 
appeal case entered in 1865 is still pending. 

The Courts of Chairmen of Counties in Ireland correspond to the English County Courts op Chair- 
Courts, but have a much earlier origin, having been founded so far back as 1796, by KES op CoDsms - 
an Act of the Irish Parliament, Stat. 36 Geo. III., c. 25. 

The returns from these Courts are again incomplete. 

Thirty Courts (out of the thirty-seven Chairmen and Recorders exercising similar 
jurisdiction in Ireland) have made returns, and from these the following results 
appear : — 



Civil Bills entered : 

Ejectments, 

Other Civil Bills 
Cases heard with a Jury, . 
Judgments for Plaintifl' : 

Decrees, .... 
Decrees bv consent, . 
Judgments for Defendant: 

Dismiss without prejudice, . 



Dist 



in the m 



Tenure and Improvement of Land (Ireland) Act, 1860 : 
^eases sane mn 

Probate or 

Insolvents’ petitions heard, 

Number of cases in which decrees w 
40s. and under 
£5, and above 40s., . 

£10, and above £ 6 , . 

.£20, and above €1 0, . 

£40, and above .€20, 

Over €40, 

Not stated, 



9,255 

8,742 

5,392 

3,302 



It appears from these figures that of the Courts that have made returns the highest 
proportion of ejectments to civil bills was in the Court of Donegal, where the number 
of ejectments was 229, and of other civil bills, 2,979 ; and the least was in the Court 
of Galway town, where the number of ejectments was 5, and of other civil bills, 172. 

The proportion of ejectments to other civil bills in 9 Courts in Leinster was 1 in 9 
„ „ 7 Courts in Munster was 1 in 21 

„ „ 8 Courts in Ulster was 1 in 1 9 

” „ „ 6 Courts in Connaught was 1 in 13. 



The proportion of cases heard with a jury was very small, the number being only 170, 
which is -004 per cent, of the total number (35,474) of judgments, or 47 in 10,000 cases. 

In the English County Courts the number of cases in 1865 heard with a jury was 
S23 of the total number (433, 9S3) of judgments, or IS cases in every 10,000, a much 
smaller proportion than in Ireland. 
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ClIAlBUZN OF 
CoUHTIES. 



Decrees and Dis- 



The statistics of the proceedings under the “Tenure and Improvement of Land 
(Ireland) Act, 1860,” indicate results similar to those shown in previous years, viz., 
the almost total absence of proceedings under the Act. 

The following Table shows the number of decrees and dismisses in twenty-nine 
Courts, in 1866, as compared with the number in the same Courts in 1865 : 





I860. 


1865. 


1866. 


1866. 


1866. 


1865. 


1866. 




and Recorders. 


Decrees. 




Incre&se. 




n™. 


Dismiss. 


Iucrease. 


D— 


Carlow, 

Kildare, . . 

Kilkenny, County and City, . 
King's County, 

Longford, .... 

Westmeath, .... 
Wexford, .... 

Wicklow 

Clare, 

Cork, East Riding, . . t 

„ West Riding, . J 

Limerick, County and City, . 
Tipperary, .... 
Waterford, County and City, . 
Antrim , & Town ofCarrickfergus, 
Armagh, .... 

Fermanagh, .' .' ! 

Londonderry, .... 

„ Recorder’s Court, 

Monaghan, .... 

Tyrone, . 

Galway County, 

„ Town(Recorder’sCourt), 
Leitrim, .... 

Roscommon, .... 
Sligo, 


273 

250 

905 

400 

283 

257 

1,052 

104 

787 

3,114 

1,117 

1,179 

1,324 

864 

3,755 

2,142 

1,905 

586 

1,565 

117 

812 

1,916 

803 

109 

666 

956 

492 

543 


253 

292 

1,264 

469 

363 

326 

1,156 

164 

799 

3,994 

1,250 

1,244 

1,353 

732 

3,913 

2,160 

2,730 

668 

2,179 

125 

818 

2,031 

1,116 

76 

693 

1,405 

723 

595 


20 

132 

33 


42 

359 

69 

80 

69 

104 

60 

12 

880 

133 

65 

29 

158 

24 

825 

82 

614 

8 

6 

115 

313 

27 

449 

231 

52 


35 

73 

156 

64 

56 

77 

101 

67 

262 

822 

454 

217 

132 

531 

316 

210 

308 

17 

235 

450 

320 

15 

176 

431 

96 

239 


50 

90 

213 

79 

45 

95 

133 

83 

257 

824 

357 

321 

202 

170 

533 

309 

320 

200 

378 

18 

528 

259 

29 

142 

577 

141 

240 


11 

5 

97 

17 

" 7 
10 

~61 

34 


21 

17 
57 

15 

18 

16 
2 

45 

38 

2 

32 

70 

1 

63 

72 

~14 

146 

45 

1 


Total (of 29 Courts), . 


28,276 


32,897 


- 


4,621 


6,492 


6,957 




495 



This summary shows a diminution of 4,621 decrees (or 14 per cent.) from 32,897 in 
1865 to 28,276 in 1866, and a diminution of 495 dismisses (or 7 per cent.) from 6,957 
in 1S65 to 6,492 in 1866. 

The returns made by the Sheriffs of the proceedings in respect of which fees are paid 
to them, under the Civil Bill Act, are not complete, eleven returns being wanting. 



Proceed! 



i Civil Bill Act. 



Fees on Execution of Decrees, Dismisses and Writs, except as to Lands, . 

Fees for Arrests. . . . • ' • 

Fees for Executions as to Lands not exceeding £5 yearly value, and where per 
sonal attendance not required, . 

Fees for personal attendance, I 

Fees where Lands exceed £5 yearly value, J 

Fees in Replevin Cases, ■ •••••• 

Fees in Interpleader Cases, ..•••• 

Fees for returning a Jury, ■ ••••• 

Fees to Keepers of Goods seized, ..•••• 

Fees for Certificates and Entries on Decrees, • 



>ut of 39 Counties 
Counties of Towns, 



5,738 

485 

274 



The returns both for 1S65 and 1866 being defective, it is impossible to institute a 
comparison as to the proceedings of the Sheriffs. The most remarkable figure in the 
summary is the small number of replevin cases, there being only 8 in the 29 counties, 
and counties of cities and towns from which returns were received. 
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The number of local Charter Courts in Ireland is very limited since the abolition of the Local Cornua 
manor courts in 1859 by Stat. 22 Vic., c. 14. The local Charter Courts still existing are Local <^ er 
the Lord Mayor s Court in Dublin, and the Courts of Conscience, where these juris die- Courts, 
tions were preserved by the Irish Municipal Corporation Reform Act in 1840. Returns 
have been received from all of these courts in 1866, and the following summary shows 
the business in that year compared with the business in 1865. 




This table shows a large decrease in the business of most of the local Charter Courts. 

From the quarterly returns made to the Chief Secretary’s Office a compilation has, as CmiJonismcnoa 
in former years, been made of the civil cases heard at the Petty Sessions Courts, and of 0P Pewv Sessioss - 
the number of days in which Petty Sessions were held, and the number of days in 
which they were not held in consequence of the non-attendance of Magistrates. " 

With regard to the civil j urisdiction of Petty Sessions Courts, it appears that in 5 45 courts 
out of 604, there were 91,560 cases, and if 10 per cent, be added for courts from which re- 
turns have not been received, it may be estimated that 100,000 civil cases were disposed of. 

As the number of days on which Courts of Petty Sessions were held was 13 175 the 
91,560 cases give an average of 7 cases a day for each court. These courts have, how- 
ever, extensive criminal business besides. 

The returns further indicate the number of days on which Petty Sessions were not 
held in consequence of the non-attendance of Magistrates. This number is returned as 
1,206, as compared with 13,175 days on which Petty Sessions Courts were held which 
gives a proportion of 8'3 per cent. ; but this proportion is differently distributed in 
different counties in Ireland, varying from "8 per cent, in Limerick Police Court, to 19 
per cent, in Leitrim. 



Carlow, 

Drogheda, Town of, 

Dublin, 

Kildare, 

Kilkenny, 

City, 

King’s County, 

King’s and Tipperary, . 

„ and Queen's County, 
Longford. 

Louth, . 

Meath, 

Queen’s County, 
Westmeath, 

Wexford, 

Wicklow, 



Total (140 Courts), 




* In the Judicial Statistics for 1864 and 186? the corresponding information is given in the first part of the Tolume. 
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°°“ 


Number of 
Petty Sessions 




Proportion. 


















83 


477 


14-8 


Cork-, . 






70 


1,331 


4-9 


,, City, . • 






— 


311 


— 


Kerry, . . . 


















74 


481 


133 


„ City, . 






1 


50 


2- 








2 


234 


o-s 








G8 


653 


9-4 


Waterford (County and City), 






28 


236 


10-6 


„ City, 












„ Police Court, 






— 




— 


Total (149 Courts), . 


375 


4,506 


7-7 


Ulster : 










Antrim (including Carrickfergus), 




19 


617 


9-7 


Armagh, 






S 


291 


2-7 


Armagh and Tyrone, 








24 










37 


401 


8-4 


Donegal, 






48 


434 


9-9 














Down, . 






12 


476 


2-4 








16 


239 


6-7 


Londonderry, . 








139 


2-8 


,■ City, 








52 




Monaghan, 






14 


161 


80 


Tyrone, 






13 


277 


4 5 


Total (131 Courts), 


171 


3,111 


5-5 












Galway, 






131 


743 


14-9 








5 


47 


9-6 


Leitrim, 








242 


19-0 








88 


467 


15 8 








54 


363 


12-9 


Sligo, . 






38 


196 


16 0 


Total (105 Courts), . 


373 


2,058 


15-3 


Grand Total (545 Courts), 


1,190 


12,845 


9-2 



Conclusion. The following is a summary of some, of the principal results of the Irish Judicial 
Statistics for 1866 : — 

1. In the Consolidated Writ and Seal Office for the three Superior Courts of Common 
Law the number of writs issued was 16,136 in 1866, being 358 more than the number 
(15,778) in 1865, and the number of writs of execution was 4,613 in 1866, being 25 more 
than the number (4,588) in 1865. These figures indicate a slight increase in the pressure 
for debt. 

2. The entire amount recovered on Judgments of different classes in 1866 was 
£925,279, being £46,276 more than the amount (£879,003) recovered in 1865. 

3. There was a slight increase in the amount of business before the full Court in the 
three Superior Courts of Common Law. 

4. There was an increase in the number of special rules on the Crown side of the 
Court of Queen’s Bench, an increase in writs of Habeas Corpus, and a considerable 
decrease in the number of writs of Mandamus. 

5. The reforms introduced in 1843, in the practice of the Crown side of the Court 
of Queen’s Bench in England, have not yet been extended to Ireland. 

6. There was an increase in the number of claims for malicious injuries in the 
County and City of Dublin from 3 in 1865 to 9 in 1866. 

7. The number of bills of sale registered was 359, being 12 more than the number 
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(347) in I860, and the acknowledgments by married women filed were 537, being 84 Cosctrsios. 
more than the number (453) in 1865. 

8. There was an increase of 41 in the number of revenue cases, and a decrease of 
38 in the number of legacy and succession duty cases. 

9. In the Judgments Office there was a decrease of 3,611 in the number of judgments 
re-registered, arising from the circumstance that the year 1865 was one of the quinquen- 
nial periods for the registration of judgments in existence before 1850. The number 
re-registered in that year indicates the extent to which judgments are still a security 
for money in Ireland. 

10. The number of causes tried at Nisi Prius in Dublin and on Circuit was 930 and 
the amount recovered by verdict £66,406. 

11- The amount of Grand Jury Cess imposed in 1866 by the presentments fiated 
by the Judges on circuit and by the Court of Queen’s Bench in Dublin amounted to 
£999,880, being £10,647 less than the amount of Grand Jury Cess (.£1,010,527) imposed 
in 1865. 

12. In the Court of Chancery the number of proceedings before the Lord Chancellor 
and Master of the Bolls and of cause petitions, before the Masters in Chancery, was 
1,863, being a decrease of 316, or 15 per cent, on the number (2,179) of the proceedings 
in 1865. 

13. The number of minors under the protection of the Court increased from 819 in 
1865, to 922 in 1S66. 

14. In the Crown and Hanaper Oflice there was a considerable decrease in business 
from 1,938 Official Acts in 1865, to 1,580 in 1866. 

15. The number of accounts other than in minor and lunacy matters was 410, being a 
decrease of 35 on the number in 1 865. A large quantity of landed property appears to 
be still under the management of the Court of Chancery, the receipts on the accounts 
filed amounting to ,£1,046,86S, being an increase of £200,671 on the receipts in 1865. 

The amount of Chancery costs in 1866 was £129,718, being an increase of £31,828 on 
the amount in 1865. 

16. There was only one company being wound up in Chancery under the Winding-up 
Act, viz., the Tipperary Bank, and in this case there is £l 5,720 available for distribution. 

The usual proceeding for winding-up companies in Ireland is in the Court of Bankruptcy. 

17. The number of lunatics under the care of the Court of Chancery in 1S66 was 143, 
being an increase of 6 on the preceding year ; and the incomes of 64 of these lunatics, 
indicated by the 64 accounts passed before the Masters, amounted to £61,212 in the 
year. 

18. The extended jurisdiction for the care of the property of lunatics, established in 
England by the Lunacy Regulation Acts of .1853 and 1862, has not yet been extended 
to Ireland. 

19. In the Landed Estates Court the number of sales was 2S1, and the purchase-money 
amounted to £1,258,585, showing a considerable increase on the amount realized in the 
preceding year. 

20. In the Landed Estates Court in 1866 there were no building leases sanctioned 
and no order charging for a limited owner’s improvements, under the Tenure and 
Improvement of Land (Ireland) Act, 1860. There was only one statement as to such 
improvements presented. 

21. In the Record of Title Office, under the recent Act, 115 estates were recorded of 
the value of £295,507. 

22. Under the Land Debenture Act one certificate was issued, authorizing £3,000 to 
be raised. 

23. In the Court of Probate the total number of probates and administrations granted 
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Cohomsion. in 1 866 in all the Registries was 3,160, showing an increase of 58 on the number granted 
’ in the preceding year. 

24. In the Ecclesiastical Courts there has been an increase in the number of causes 
other t.linn matrimonial in the half year ended 29th September, 1866, the number of 
causes being 43, giving an average for the 12 united Diocesan Courts of about 4 causes 
for each Court in the year. 

25. The changes in practice and procedure in the Ecclesiastical Courts do not appear 
to have had much efFect on the divorce and matrimonial causes, there having been 
4 petitions for divorce in the six months, and 3 petitions for alimony. 

26. A return has been received from the px-esent Marshal of the High Court of 
Admiralty, but only for the portion of the year subsequent to his appointment. 

27. In Bankruptcy there was an increase in the number of petitions for adjudication 
from 104, in 1865, to 116, in 1866; and there were 156 persons declared bankrupt in 
1866, the number in 1865 being 149. 

2S. With respect to the Supreme Courts of Appeal, there were only 2 appeals 
presented to the House of Lords from the Exchequer Chamber in Ireland, and 6 
from the Court of Chancery ; there were 28 appeals to the Chancery Appeal Court, 
being a decrease of 24 on the number in 1864; in the Court of Exchequer 
Chamber there were only 4 memoi'anda of error, and 2 notices of appeal, and 3 registry 
appeals; and in the High Court of Delegates there was 1 appeal lodged from the High 
Court of Admiralty. 

29. In the Courts of Chairmen of Counties and Recorders, there was a diminution 
in the number of decrees in 1866 as compared with 1865 (in the 29 courts which have 
made returns in both years) of 4,621 (or 14 per cent.), viz., from 32,897 in 1865, to 
28,276 in 1866. 

30. There was a large decrease in the business of the Lord Mayor’s Court in Dublin, 
and in the Local Courts of Conscience. 

31. The returns of the Civil cases at Petty Sessions show 91,560 cases in 545 out of 
610 courts. Adding 10 per cent, for courts from which no returns were received, it 
may be estimated that 100,000 civil cases were disposed of at Petty Sessions in 1866. 

W. NEILSON HANCOCK. 
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Recovery of Small Debts, and the Civil Jurisdiction of Petty Sessions Courts. 
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COORT OF COMMON PLEAS— 5. RETURN of PROCEEDINGS before a SINGLE JUDGE in the Ye 
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PROCEEDINGS COMMON to tlio THREE SUPERIOR COURTS of COMMON LAW. 
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CONSOLIDATE! 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



172 IRELAND. 



COURT OP EXCHEQUER.— 7. RETURN of the NATURE and RESULTS of the CAUSES TRIED or otherwise disposed of in COURT, in tl.o Tear 1866, made by the 

Registrar to the Loud Chief Banos. 














IRELAND. 



173 



3 . CONSOLIDATED NISI PRIUS COURT.-III. RETURN of the NATURE and RESULTS of the CAUSES TRIED or otherwise disposed of in COURT in the Year 1866, 
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8. PROCEEDINGS ON CIRCUIT.— TABLE I. PROCEEDINGS in CAUSES entered for TRIAL in the COURTS of QUEEN’S BENCH, COMMON PLEAS, EXCHEQUER, 
COURT of PROBATE, Issues from CHANCERY, and Issues from LANDED ESTATES COURT, in the Year 1866, compiled from Returns made by the Jooons’ liiunsnun.a. 
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HIGH COURT OF CHANCERY.— 1. RETURN of PROCEEDINGS : 
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niUH COURT OF CHANCERY.— 6. RETURN made by the Official Manager of the TIPPERARY BANK WINDING-UP under the JOINT STOCK COMPANIES 
WINDING-UP ACTS, in the Year 1866. 




Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 











182 



IRELAND. 




Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 















Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 
















184 IRELAND. 

LANDED ESTATES COURT.— Table 8 . RETURN of PROCEEDINGS in the RECORD of TITLE OFFICE in the Tear 1866, made by the Judge. 




COURT OF PROBATE Table 2. RETURN of PROCEEDINGS in the Office of the Accocstakt-Gesksal for the Tear ended 1st October, 1866, made by the 
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ECCLESIASTICAL COURTS— RETURN of PROCEEDINGS in the METBOPOLITICAL and CONSISTORIAL CODRTS of the Provinces of AnMj.cn and Dcblim, and in the 
DIOCESAN CONSISTORY COURTS, from 25th March tiU 29th September, 1866. 
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HIGH COURT OF ADMIRALTY— 1. FORM of RETURN of PROCEEDINGS in the HIGH COURT of ADMIRALTY in the Year 1866, required from the Reoibtbae. 
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HIGH COURT OF ADMIRALTY — 3. FORM of RETURN sho 
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INSOLVENCY — 1. RETURN of PROCEEDINGS in BANKRUPTCY : 
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RETURN of PROCEEDINGS in INSOLVENCY i 



Creditors, 
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SUPREME COURTS OF APPEAL. 
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6. HIGH COURT OF DELEGATES IN IRELAND— RETURN of PROCEEDINGS in APPEALS and PROVOCATIONS SPIRITUAL in the Year 1866, made by the 
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COURTS of CHAIRMEN of COUNTIES and RECORDERS exercising similar Jurisdiction. — TABLE 2.— RETURN of EXECUTIONS and other PROCEEDINGS of SHERIFFS 
in respect of which FEES are payable to them under Civil Bill Courts Procedure Amendment Act, Ireland, 1864, from 1st March, 1866, till expiration of Sheriff's Year of Office 
compiled from Returns made by Sub-Sheriffs. 
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